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Variance Narrative – Pergola Attachment Request 

This request is being submitted in support of a variance to allow a proposed pergola to be 
attached to the existing residence while maintaining a 5.5-foot rear setback and a 3-foot side 
setback. 

We understand that these setback allowances are typically permitted when a pergola or similar 
shade structure is freestanding and not attached to the home. However, due to the specific 
layout and constraints of this property, attaching the pergola to the residence is the most 
reasonable and functional solution. 

The existing swimming pool is approximately 36 feet in length and occupies a significant portion 
of the rear yard. As a result, the remaining backyard area is limited in depth and width. 
Constructing the pergola as a detached structure would further reduce the usable space 
between the home and pool deck, creating a fragmented layout and limiting the functionality of 
the outdoor living area. 

By attaching the pergola to the home, the design allows for a more cohesive and efficient use of 
the available space. This configuration maintains open circulation around the pool, preserves 
usable deck area, and creates a practical covered outdoor living space without expanding 
further into the yard than necessary. 

The proposed structure will remain within the requested 5.5-foot rear setback and 3-foot side 
setback. The overall scale of the pergola is modest and compatible with the existing residence. 
The intent of this request is not to increase building mass or create additional enclosed living 
area, but rather to provide shade and improve the usability of the existing outdoor space. 

We respectfully request consideration of this variance based on the unique spatial limitations 
created by the existing pool configuration and the practical need to create a functional outdoor 
environment within the remaining backyard area. 
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