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ity to build an axceptional special colleciions section from one source of materials and

especially from one of our countries most prezminent bibliophiles of Black History, as did the African-American Research
Library and Culture Center (AARLCC) in the vear 2001.

Rarely does a library have the opporiun

The normal source of this eclectic assorinent of material would be vears in assemnbly. Perhaps using eRav® one could
replicate this collection, If one had the time, money, energy and expertise of an archivist, scholar, and bibliographer.

Fortunately, the library's stated vision and goals piqued the interest of & Broward County resident, Ms. Cotistance Porter
Uzelac, the daughter of Dorothy Porter Wesley to share the materia! that her mother had personally acquired during the
years that she was curater of the Moorland-Spingarn Coltection 2t Howard University Library. The mission that so interested
Ms. Uzelac was that the Africen-Amearican Research Library and Culture Center,

-.will serve as a bridge across cuiltures by sstablishing wide-reaching collaborations with governments and organizations
throughout Floride; the Caribbean, South America and Africa. Sscuring archival documents, Artifacts and books that focus on
people of African descent wili balarice and enhance our understanding for generations to come. *

This was 2 personal vision alsa shared by Dorothy Porter Wesley as she built s farmidable tibrary at Howard University, book
by book. "Her zeal for uncovering materials relating to Afro-American history earmed her the name of ‘Shepping Bag

Lady'. She would personally search in attics, basements, closets and boxes for materizls that to the unirained eye, were
often thought of as trash.” Z Mrs. Wasley because of hey iove and expertise of the history and culiturs of people of African
descent, "was almost single handadly responsibie for bullding tha library {Moorland-Spingarn Colieciion at Howard University)
into a world-class research facifity...”. 3 Mrs. Wesley applied the sama amount of energy and dedication in acquiring her vast
personal coliection, of which Constance Uzsiac, Executive Director, Dorothy Perier Wesley Research Canter, Inc., has
Judiciously apportioned by sale to the African-American Research Library and Culture Center.

The African-American Research Library and Cufture Center has obtzined approximately 5, 200 items, books, pamphiets,
pictures, and photegraphs, from Ms. Uzelec, with & value in excess of $500,000 and an invaluable source of pride for the
comimunity. The collection is a foundation and sirong representative of 15th and 20th century Black authors. Further, the
collection is a repository for bocks, pamphlets, post cards, ephamers and memorzhiliz of the history and culture of people of
African descent in the Amnericas. And, Mrs. Porter view of the visionary bridge induded the broader picture of a 19th centu;
white abolitionist, Harriel Beecher Stowe, as well as the Hife axperiences of a runaway siave Frederick Douglass. .

The 1897 "Uncle Tom's Cabin: 2 taje of iife among the lowly”, authored by Ms. Stowe is 3 "rare Publisher's dummy that
includes alternative bindings, ..superbly printed on superior highly calendared paper,...; 4 pages of advertising material, title
page, preface, and long extracts from the text and many plates.”

While Mr. Douglass offers fo the library's collection, “Escape ffom Slavery, The Boyhcod of Fradrick Douglass In His Own
Words”, My Bondage and My Freedorn...withh and Introduction By Dr. James M'Cune Smith, and "Race Problerm, Marme Church,
Washington, October 21, 1890.” Mrs. Porter as described in her blography was a patriot and innovator and a unigue
individual in a period of history where women were not educated beyond high schoel.

(Dorothy (Louise Burnett) Porter Wesley was)... born on May 25, 1905, in Warrenton Virginia, the first of four children of

Dr. And Mrs. Hayes J. Burnett, Dorothy Burnett recefved her early education in Montclalr, New Jersey. After she graduated
from high school, she enrolled in Minor Mormal Schao! in Washington, D.C., in 1823, In 1926, she transferred to Howard
University and began work as a student assistant in the Founders Library. She graduated from Howard in 1928 with an A.B.
and a resolve to continue her education to become =z iibrarian. After working at the Howard University Library as a cataloger,
Burnett enrolled in the Columbia University School of Library Science and ir 1931 received a B.L.S. She received a
scholarship to attend greduate schoo! at Columbiz from the Julius Rosenwald Fund and was awarded an M.L.S. in 1932,
becoming the first African-American woman o da so.

Dorothy Porter Wesley, ibrarian, bibliographer, scholar, histerian and archivist, was for 42 years {1933-1573) the cureior of

the Moorland-Spingarn Coflection at Howard University in Washington, &.C. Under her guidance & small spedal coflection

http:/fwww broward org/Library/ AARLCCSpecialCollections/Pages/ A AW, esleyCollectio... 10/29/2012
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grew into a world-renowned research lthrary. Teday the Moortand- Spi a2t Research Center is considered by many to be one

of the world's most comprehensive repositories of information on the history and culture of people of African descent. 5

Mrs. Wesley's ambition during her life time vweas o colect, codify Afro-American material and aveil the collection to the
public. Her motivation was parttially due to her stetement, “I recall that no rv'*ans years ago the Aftican wes szig to lack aft
sense of history because African history was not availabie in the form of wr g bnguage. & In America before the 18th
century there was litile writien history of people of African descent. Mrs. ’v’es‘im/ points out that, "Probably the first of these
men {African Ai"’)eﬁCaP) was Briton Hammeon, whose narratise was published In 1750 in Boston...I believe it to ba the first
boolk writter by a Negre and published in the United St tates. 7 - i

ric
.
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gy |8 Most of the traditions, culture and history were transferred through oral fradition. "Most stave
- owners forbade thelr slaves from speaking their own language, and forced them to speak English.
They were slso forbidden from learning to read or write. In this manner slaveheolders befieved that
| Brion Ea the_y were keeping their sta_vs in igno_rance se that they could not r_ebei of escape.” E The oppressicn

: " and cruelly during this period of American History repressed the writhen word and history was
S-ewe | proiiferated through orai tradition. "In exploring the various rodes of linguistic axpression in songs,
sarmons, siories '(foi‘:taies}, and spaaches we find the primacy of oral traditions as the foundation of
African Armerican cuitural sxprassion.” 10 Authors nofe: Briton Hammon has been accepied as the first
writer of “prose texd” to be published, however the first literature as poetry was wiitten by Jupiter
Hammon (no refation to Briton), in 1760 and published as & broadside in 1761.
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.\.%,\w_..,,“:,“‘*—-—-T;—;r,:— The revolution of African American authors had begun to mein-stream thelr writing, to record oral

e fppepianc. 1

tradition, and before the end of the 18th century, several African Americans were published including:

"John Marrant, James Albert Lf\asaw (Gronmosqw), Gustavus Vassza, \!em.ure Smiith, Paul Cuffes, Phillis Wheatly,...and
Richard Aﬂen." i1 It wasn't a sysiematic movement of obscurant white Americans suppressing these writers or their
books, but more so0 & growing sense of “ronsdousness of s/ sic, (African Americans} that balieved in their place and
contribution to Arnerican Hisiory thal had begun writing and colleciing material for fuiurs generations that started the
revolution.

.. Thrust into the center of a dynarnic Western civilization and buffeted by powerful social economic and culture & forces, the
African American eariy on de\reiopea & cansdousness of self that corresponds to that of 2 ran.mnq[{y controlfed society. He
mustered the language of the dominant group and produced ih that language z literature marked by experience and hope...
African American leaders, along with their white Abclitionists friends, very eariy recognized the importance of the African
American position in America... in the face of slavery...reconstruction and disfranchisement, they rererLea in gethering data
and in the production and the preservation of records of thealr race. 12

The Dorothy Porter Wesley special collection at the African-&merican Research Library and Cuiture Center offers the public
the opportunity to raview over 5,200 tiles from rara books o more recent authors, books that have been auiographed by
their authors or notable historical individuals, magazines, and newspapers like Hamper's Weekly Journal of Civilization an
example of which is shown here. )

Both of these renderings from Harper's Weekly {#13 & #14) are in excellent condition. A sister journal, The Hlustrated
London Mews, (ILN)} of the United Kingdom published in October 20, 1865.7AN INCIDENT OF GENERAL SHERMAN'S MARCH
THROUGH GEORGIA", as shown here {#15).

The interesting aspect of the referenced picture #15.."Sherman's March...” was the fact that this was co-rx’cempdraneousiy
published in Harper's Weeldy Journal of Civilization .

The rendering in the magazine was originally frem 2 painting by the celebrated cartoonist Thornias Kast and adapted to the
magazine through a process of engraving.

The picture was an engraving from a painting. The Iustrated London News pioneered the use of engravings whereby an
artist would send in a drawing of a scane or event {in this case an accurate impression of 2 painting) and a draughtsman
would then mark the image outf on wood blocks which would be screwed together {the wood biocks were made from

boxwood). Then, sither ong, or 2 tear; of angravers would wi the picture until complete. In the case of this image,

DOXWOOG inen, & 22T OF engry

http:/fwww broward org/Library/ AARLCCSpecialCollections/Pages/AAWesleyColiectio..  10/29/2012
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likely that a correspendent in New York sent i the drawing, but perhaps the gaflery itself seinit an impression - difficult to
say. 16

The related text as published in 1866 describing the scene has inportant histerical sianificance to SARLCC and Mrs. Porter
since it is about the emancipaticn of the savthern slave.

The engraving on $.381 represents one of the most remarkabdie historical paintings in a late axhipition of fine arts at New
York. It is the work of Mr. 7. Nast, and has obtained the approvai of many of the American ar ~critics, for the merits of its
design and execution. The interest, however, of the subject, as an imaginary scene of General Sherman's campaign in
Georgia, couid not fail to gain for this piciure a degree of popularity in the United States, at least in the Northern States,
independent of its artistic merits. Its conception is eminently dramatic, and ihe attitude of the figures tells its own tale. The
Federal commanding officer, wha has arrived, with kis staff and the soldiers of his gurard, at the house of i ebsent planter,
is met on the door-steps by the ladies of the family, who reply with glances of proud disdain to the polite address of their
country's enemy as they are resolved to consider him in that hostife lght. & group of officers in the foreground, whilst
eagerly watching for the rest of thelr froops to come up are heset with offers of game, fruit, and other provisions by some of
the {N)negroes of the plantation, who are vecierously expressing their joy and gratitude for the prospect of instant
emancipation. The little drurmmer-boy recelving from a black urchin the gift of @ nosagay of flowers is a pretty repetition of
the same idea. On the whole, we should say that the haughty ladies and the pert child at the top of the steps will do well to
follow the example of their dusky servants, and give the new comers 2 more friendly raception, leaving it to the masculine
chivairy of the South fo try ¥ & can deal with Ihe invaders of Georgia by force of anms; and, if not, io acquiesce in the
restored authority of the Union. 17 ’

Because of Dorothy Porier Wesiey's ambition, philosophy, and historical insight and perspeciive, the Moorland-Spingam
Collection at Howard Univarsily Library is an ouistanding resource for students, historians and bibliophiles of African
American cultura. And, when Ms. Constance Porter Uzelac, the daughier of Dorothy Porier Wesley relatad to the philosophy,
and mission of the African-Arnerican Research Library and Culture Center, the local community has been profoundly rewarded
with this special collection. .

The collection will be presented for viewing in the general fmbiic areas of AARLCC in 2007, but access fs available to alf now,
with some limitations as to the use of this material with a restriction of reviewing the collection only In special
environmentally controfied rooms and without the normal checkout procedures of the general coliection.

1 African-American Research Library and Culture Center dedication and
informaticn pamphlet 10/23/1992 by Broward County Board of County
Commissioners '

2 Dorothy Porter Wesley (1905-1995) Afro-American Librarian and
Bibliophile Broward County Library, Bienes Center for the Literary Arts
ISBN 0-9678858-2-5, First edition ©2001 Fort Lauderdale Florida

3 ISBN 0-9678858-2-5, First edition, pg. 6

4 Digital Photograph from Special Coilections, African-American Research
Library and Culture Center, Fort Lauderdale, Florida

5 ISBN 0-9678858-2-5, First edition, pg. 7

6 ISBN 0-9678858-2-5, First edition, pg. 13 {Note: taken from a speech Ms.
Wesley gave at Morgan State College Feb, 12, 1957.}.

7 ISBN 0-9678858-2-5, First edition Speech Ms. Wesley gave at Morgan
State College Feb, 13, 1957 .

8 hitp://vewane L. rd.aduffeaturss/boible
e s adu/readex;

9 hitn:/; i 273efam/eg-mip

10 hitpr//www. gwu.edu/~e7 3aframy/sg-rmp.

11ISBN 0-9678858-2-5, First edition {(Speech...} pg. 18

121SBN 0-9678858-2-5, First edition {Speech...) pg. 17

13 Digital Photograph from Special Collections, African-American Research
Library and Culture Center, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Harper's Weekly
Journal of Civilization November 14, 1863 pg. 1

14 Digitai Photograph from Specia! Collections, African-American Research
Library and Culture Center, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Harper's Weekly
Journal of Civilization November 2, 1878 unk

15Digital Photograph from Special Collections, African-American Research
Library and Culture Center, Fort Leuderdale, Florida. Iffustrated Londor:
Mews 10/20/1866 pg 381
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pamphlets, manuscripts and shest music. As 2 way of
the library was renamed the Moot] :

Dorothy Porier d books was reflected in the way she nurhured
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and protectad ed that: “All of this—our painters, musicians

athletes—i done all goes 1o make up our hi s*a;”v ”

orolesszonai Grganzzmuhs
American Archivisis, Assoe
Studies Association, and she wa
1962-64.

After her retirement, she continued ic receive many zccalades and faurels. Moorland-
Spingamn Research Center dedicated the Diorathy B. Porter Room in 1973, which now
houses the Howard Unzversity Museum. In 1989, The Dorothy Porter Wesley Leciure
Series was mitiated Lr;y Ivioort AQ-S?J*"’"geM She aisc spent 2 vear as Visiing Research
Scholar at the DuBcis Institute for Afro-American Research, Harvard Univ ﬂrsrﬁy and was
awarded ho OBROTETY doctorate dcgi es from Susquehanna University, Pennsylvania {1971),
Syracuse University, New York (1989}, and Radcliffe College (159C)

s

Doroth . James A Porter, an intemaﬁ@ﬁaﬂy kmow

- pain ¢ for 41 years, and Dr. Charles B Wesley,
ancie ca‘:i:sr. F':u m the first imion she was bisssed wi
dangt c.

James A. Porter was an African American educator, lecturer, painter, administrator, critic
and advisor. He graduated from Howard University with honeors in 1927 with a Bachelors
degree i Art. *{e was appointed instructor of art at Howard Umversfy m 1927 In 1929, ke
was awarded the Arthur Schomburg Portrait Prize for his painting Woman Holding a Jug
(o1l on canvas, Fisk University, Carol Van Vechten Gallery of Art). In 1933, the painting
was also in the Harmon Foundation Exhibition of Negro Artists. He received the Certificat
de Presence from the Institute of Art and Archeoiogv, University of Paris in Augus’c 1935.
In 1937, he received a Masters of Art in Art Eﬂsﬁorjr from New York University. In 1953,
he was apponﬁea Head of the Department of Art and Director of the Art Gallerv at Howard
University. In March of 1965, he was nzmed one of America’s cutstanding men of the arts
along with 26 other teachers who aiso received the first National Gallery of Art Medal and
Honorarumn: for Uistinguished Achisverment in A1t Education

htto/fvww broward.org/iibrary/bienss/111 13607 htm 10/29/2012






