
City of Pompano Beach

Staff Report

100 West Atlantic Blvd.
Pompano Beach, FL 33060

File #: LN-585

PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD
Meeting Date: MARCH 27, 2024

Text Amendment - Section 155.4501. Separation Requirements for Alcoholic Beverage Establishments

Request: Text Amendment - Section 155.4501. Separation Requirements for Alcoholic
Beverage Establishments

P&Z# N/A
Owner: N/A
Project Location: N/A
Folio Number: N/A
Land Use Designation: N/A
Zoning District: N/A
Commission District: N/A
Agent: N/A
Project Planner: Max Wemyss (954-786-4671 / max.wemyss@copbfl.com)

Summary:

Section 155.4501 of the Zoning Code provides the separation requirements for alcoholic beverage
establishments. Prior to obtaining an Alcohol Beverage License from the State, applicants must obtain approval
from the City for satisfaction of the separation requirements from certain existing uses. Many types of
businesses or licenses are exempt from the separation requirement.

One exemption reads as the following:

A bar or lounge which is operated as an accessory use to a restaurant and therefore meets the following
standards: it is operated by the same management, and the restaurant has dining accommodations for service
of 150 or more patrons at tables in a covered area, and occupying more than 2,500 square feet of floor space,
and deriving at least 51% of the gross revenue from the sale of food and non-alcoholic beverages.

This exemption is consistent with the State’s Classification of a 4COP/Specialty (SFS) License. Florida alcohol
beverage laws generally allow restaurants meeting certain criteria to qualify for 4COP-SFS liquor licenses,
which allow for the sale of beer, wine, and spirits (hard liquor) for on-premise consumption. Whereas a
restaurant in Pompano used to have to be at least 2,500 square feet and capable of serving 150 at one time,
restaurants can now qualify for full liquor licenses if they have only 2,000 square feet and 120 seats.

To be consistent with our approach and separation rationale as established, Staff is recommending amending
the separation requirement to match the State classification criteria.
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For general information, the new qualification requirements for a type 4COP-SFS liquor license are that an
applicant must:

· Have a minimum of 2,000 square feet of service area;

· Be equipped to serve meals to 120 people at one time;

· Have at least 120 physical seats available for patrons to use during operating hours;

· Hold itself out as a restaurant; and

· At least 51% of the restaurant’s gross food and beverage revenue must come from the sale of food and
nonalcoholic beverages during the first 120-day operating period and the first 12-month operating
period thereafter.

Text Amendment:

155.4501. SEPARATION REQUIREMENTS FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE ESTABLISHMENTS

A.   General

      Except as otherwise provided in Table 155.4501.B
<https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/pompanobeach/latest/pompanofl_zone/0-0-0-46335> below, any
alcoholic beverage establishment shall be separated from certain existing uses in accordance with Table
155.4501.A <https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/pompanobeach/latest/pompanofl_zone/0-0-0-46335>,
Minimum Separation from Certain Existing Uses.

B.   Exceptions

Table 155.4501.B <https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/pompanobeach/latest/pompanofl_zone/0-0-0-
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46335> lists uses that are exempt from the separation requirements in Table 155.4501.A
<https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/pompanobeach/latest/pompanofl_zone/0-0-0-46335>.
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Staff Request

The Department of Development Services is seeking a recommendation of approval of the proposed text
amendment to the City Commission.
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