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Development  Services

ADMINISTRATIVE MEMORANDUM NO.         16-052

DATE:              March  15, 2016

TO:                    Planning and zoning Board

VIA:                   Robin M.  Bird,  Director of Development services

FROM:             Karen Friedman, AICP,  Principal planner

RE:                     Proposed Revisions to §155.4303 and  155.5302.D.1.b.ii: Athletic courts and
related fencing

Staff has prepared text amendments which  propose a  new accessory use: Athletic Court or Field
and propose a revisions to the related "recreational fencing" standards.

The text amendments are proposed to clarify the city's allowance of this accessory use as well as
the  necessary  fencing.  The  intent  of the  text  amendments  are  to  permit  this  athletic  courts  and
fields as an accessory use with reasonable standards that ensure that the impacts of these courts
on  neighboring  properties and abutting right-of-way are minimized.

The proposed text amendments, therefore, address the following:
•     Create a new accessory use "Athletic court or Field"

o    The definition clarifies this is not for Parks or Plazas. The definition also clarifies this use
is not intended to regulate a basketball hoop.

o    This  use would be permitted as an accessory use for many principal uses,  including  but
not   limited   to,   single-family   and   multi-family   residential   uses,   schools,   community
centers, and hotels.

o    They would  not be  permitted  in  the front or street side yards.  They could  be  located  in
the interior side or rear yard setback, provided they are five feet from the property line.

•     Delete the existing exemption from fence height standards for recreation fencing.
•     Create  a  new  subsection  in  the  Fences  standards  regarding  fences  for Athletic  Court  or

Field
o    The standards would allow these fences to be permitted up to 14 feet in  height provided

their location,  materials, and transparency comply with additional standards
I     The   14   foot   height   is   recommended   for   two   reasons.    First,   fencing   industry

standards  for  athletic  court  fencing  vary  between   10  feet  and   15  feet.   Second,
Miami-Dade  County  utilizes  a  14  ft  height  standard  for  "Fences  for  tennis  courts;
fences and walls for other recreational  uses". A copy of the  industry information and
Miami-Dade County standards are attached for your reference.

Staff's Request
Staff is  requesting  the  Board  approve the  recommended  changes to the Zoning  Code to the  City
Commission for adoption.
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§155.4303.      STANDARDS   FOR   SPECIFIC   ACCHSSORY   USES   AND
STRUCTURES

VV.     ATHLETIC COURT ORFIELD

1.         Districts where permitted
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2.           Definition

Athietil6--Court  or  Field  as  an  accessory  use  is  an  area  designedrfe£
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include a basketball hoop.

3.          Standards
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least five feet from any interior side or rear lot line.

§155.5302.       FENCES AND WALLS

D.          Height Requirements for Fences and walls
1.            Applicability

b.           Exemptions
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Fences for Athletic Court or Field
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Drovided thev comDlv with the following standards:

G:\Zoning 2009\Code Rewrite\Code Amendments\FencesIAthletic Courts and Fencing_2016\Text Amendments.docx



a.            The  fence  is  not  located  within a required  front and/or  streLst
side yard:

b.           The  fence  is  located  at  least  five  feet  from  the  interior  si_df
and rear DroDertv lines:

c.            The fence is at least 75 percent see-through;
d.           The fence is located outside of the Rear Yard comer Trio_ng!±

as  described  in  §155.5302.D.5id.  Fences  and  Walls  Adiacen!
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Baseball Backstops, Chain Link Fence panel system, with Canopy 10 x 10 xl0 ft -Fence -...   Page 1 of 4
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Categories

CHAIN  LINK  FENCE                     v

COMPLETE  PACKAGES

FENCE&RAILINGPARTS      v

CHAIN  LINK  MESH  ROLLS -v

50 ft Long

GATES  &  PANELS

WINDSCREENS &  PRIVACY  v

SCREENS

SLATS  PRIVACY

POSTS &  PIPE

WROUGHT IRON  steel           v

Fences

Home     /
CHAIN  LINKFENCE  COMPLETE  PACKAGES     /

BACKSTOPS  BASEBALL     /

Baseball  Backstops, Chain  Link Fence panel system,
with Canopy 10 x 10 xl 0 ft

Baseball
Backstop
s' Chain
Link
Fence
panel
SEJstem,
with
CanopB
10 x 10
xl0 ft
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WROUGHTIRON  Railing       v

Systems Kits

ALUMINUM  FENCE                    v

WELDED  MESH

BLACKVINYLRAILING&        v

FENCES

GATE  OPENERS  ELECTRIC

CEDAR WOOD  FENCES          v

WOOD  GUARDRAIL

ALUMINUM  RAILING                 v

INDEX

VINYLFENCE&PERGOLA    v

KITS

VINYL  PRIVACY  FENCE             v

DOG  KENNELS

DEER  FENCE

FENCE TOOLS

$2,499.00

SKU:

BSpanelc

* Color:

--Pleas...

Quantity:

1

Wishlist

Share

Product Description

Panelized  Backstop Systems are pre-assembled  in
sections for easy installation, with  no welding
needed, lf you need assistance with this product call
800-283-8110 ext 207. Also see  Backstops  10-20-10
ft System With Canopy Backstop  Index Page CLICK
HERE SHIPPING  METHOD:  Select Motor Freight

Finished height with canopy 15 ft at peak.  Forms  10
x  10 x  10 ft layout.12'  High  Straight Lising  10' wide

modular panels with canopy on top finished height
15 ft,  .  Easy one day assembly and  installation. All

layout angles are basecl on approx 45 degrees, for
rollout canopy and wing sections.  Panelized  pre-
assembled sections are easily rollecl  out to attach

the horizontal  rails and you're done, Just hang the

panels onto posts as per instructions provided to
finish your back stop All panels include required

bands and hardware Posts include required  bands
and  harclware galvanized or vinyl coated  chain  link

fabric  Panel frames  1-3/8" tubing Galvanized, Green,

Black Sturdy panels resist clamage can be

https://fence-material.com/baseball-backstops-chain-link-fence-panel-system-with-canopy-...3/15/2016



Tennis Court Construction FAQ I Renner Sports Surfaces Page 4 of 5

propedy  compacted road base  or non~expansive native  soils.  For Sand-Filled Turf courts,  asphalt or concrete is
recommended, although they  can be  constructed on properly prepared road base  materials.
return to  questions

What kinds  of surfaces are  available?
Acrylic color coatings  are  standard hard  couft surfaces.  These are  comprised of resurfacer coats  for blending/smoothing

and color coats  for  texture  and  aesthetics.  Cushioned  surfaces  ai.e installed on hard-court  substrates,  such  as  concrete  or

asphalt.  The  cushioned surface cafl either be an acrylic-and-rubber build up  system or a textile pi.oduct. There are

several  options  for each type of cushioned  surface,  au with varying degrees  of cushion. Sand-fined Turf surfaces  can be
instaued on either concrete, asphalt or a properly prepaled gi.avel base. These  surfaces  are finding a niche in the
industry as a  fehabflitative  surface, being placed  over sevefely cracked  substrates.  There are  several manufacturers of

these  surfaces, each \vith certain  attributes.  Hat-Tni  Clay surfaces  are comprised of aggregate  bases, with crushed

granite  as  the actual play surface.  Most installations  are  new  fachities, although it is becoming more  common to rebuild
existing  fachities  by  Overlaying the existing courts  with a  clay court  system.

return to  questions

What resurfacing options are available for hard courts?
Standard  resurfacing includes  crack filling and re-coating of the  acrylic  surface.  Birdbath leveling may or may not be
included,  depending on their  seveliry  and the customers' budget.  Structural cracks,  although fined, win reopen, although
in diminished form,  due to  thermal expansion/contraction.  The  sand-fined  turf systems and  some of the  textile cushion
systems  can  be installed  over  clacked  substi.ates  to  prevent  the  cracks  from interfering with play.  These  surfaces  ai.e

free-floating  over the  surface  afea of the  court  to  auow  the  cracks  to  continue movement without reflecting through.

return to  questions

What size fences are  required for tennis courts?
Recommended  fence height for tennis  courts is  10'  or  12', with  10'  high being the most common height. As  the

majority of tennis balls will bounce to  the  ends  or the  corners,  the  high fence is required  at each end,  returning along

the  sides  for  a nrininum of 20'. At this  point,  tbe  side  fences  can be  reduced in height,  oi. even  eliminated, to anow for
viewing onto  the  court.
return to  questions

What types  of fencing are  recommended?
Standard  fencing for tennis courts is  a  chain link fencing system.  Options  for chain hnk  fencing include  Galvanized
chain  link  systems  and Vinyl-coated  chain  link  fence  systems.  Options  for  fencing can include  wooden posts  and  rails

with  chain link  fence  fabric, wooden picket  fences,  oi.  a  soft-fence, which is  a  nylon mesh  netting.

return  to  questions

Should an architect and/or engineer be involved with my project?
In instances  where  a  total  site  development  or reconstmction is  to  be  done, a  landscape  architect  can offer a  total
"vision"  of the  completed pi.oject.  This  can include  plantings,  irrigation, walls,  etc.  In instances  whet.e  a  tennis  court is

to  be  consti:ucted  on an  existing landscaped  lot,  or  if the  o\vner  has  a  plan  foi. amenities  and  plantings,  an  ai-chitect

would  not be  required.  Although  not 1.equii.ed,  a  sons  I.epoi.t prepared  by  a  soils  engineer  cfln offer  invaluable  insight  to

sub-surface  conditions,  and recommend procedures  to  ovei.come any problems that may lie beneath.  We do  not

generally include  this  cost  in  our proposals,  but we  do  recommend  that  the  owner considef  such.  Problems  that  may  be
encountered  might  be  expansive  soils,  underground  springs,  or  substantial organic  materials  that  may  deteriorate.

Typically, a  propel.ty  owner has  already  had  this  evaluation  done when constnlcting structures  on it.  We  can prepare

enalneered  drawings  for permitting and  construction,  for  the  tennis  court,  drains,  retaining walls,  lighting,  etc.

return  to  questions

http://www.rennerspoils.com/tennis-court-construction/tennis-courts-faq/ 3/15/2016



Miami -Dade County, Florida -Code of Ordinances

Sec. 33-11. -Fences, walls, bus shelters and hedges.

(~fr-Fen66S-fo-FTehrii3-66`ri-rt-s-;-fe-nce3---and--wilts-for-6iF6f-ie-c-ieaii-6ii-aT-rise`s.Feh--c-6Si6Fiehnisc6u-rfe--may
be erected up to fourteen (14) feet in height if such fence conforms to accessory use setbacks. Fences
and/or  walls  in  connection  with   other  permitted   recreational  uses,  such  as  baseball   backstops,
handballcourts,andthelike,shallbepeLmj`t|e_qofahei.ghtjic£_ss_a_ry_fort_h_eps_rtj§_u_I_a_I_u§eifrequir?_a_
a9_Qe_SSQry_usLgsLe!bag~k.S_are_9_bserved.

(Ord. No.  69-62, §  1, 9-17-69; Ord. No. 70-20, §  I, 3-11-70; Ord. No. 80-127, §  I,11-4-80;
Ord. No. 82-31, §  I, 4-20-82; Ord. No. 85-31, § 2, 5-7-85; Ord. No. 89-109,  §  1,11-7-89: Ord.
No. 95-25, §  1, 2-7-95; Ord. No. 95-199, §  1,11-7-95; Ord. No. 03-159, §  I, 7-8-03; Ord. No.
05-77,  §  I, 4-19-05; Ord. No.10-87,  §  1,12-7-10; Ord. No.11-57,  §  1, 8-2-11; Ord. No.11-68, §
1, 9-20-11; Ord. No. R-13-09, §  1, 2-5-13; Ord. No.14-06,  §  1,1-22-14; Ord. No.15-128, §  1,
11-3-15; Ord. No.15-143,  §  1,12-1-15)
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