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likely that a correspondent in New York sent in the drawing, but perhaps the gallery itself sent an lmprasron difficult to
say. 16

‘

The related text as published in 1866 describing the scene has important historical signiﬁanoé to AARLCC and Mrs. Porter
since it is about the emancipation of the southemn slave.

The engraving on p.381 represents one of the most remarkable historical paintings in a late exhibition of fine arts at New
York. It is the work of Mr. T. Nast, and has obtained the approval of many of the American art-critics, for the merits of its
design and execution. The interest, however, of the subject, as an imaginary scene of General Sherman's campaign in
Georgia, could not fail to gain for this picture a degree of popularity in the United States, at least in the Northern States,
independent of its artistic merits. Its conception is eminently dramatic, and the attitude of the figuras tells its own tale. The
Federal commanding officer, who has arrived, with his staff and the soldiers of his guard, at the house of an absent planter,
is met on the door-steps by the ladies of the family, who reply with glances of proud disdain to the polite address of their
country's enemy as they are resolved to consider him in that hostife light. A group of officers in the foreground, whilst
eagerly watching for the rest of their troops to come up are beset with offers of game, fruit, and other provisions by some of
the (N)negroes of the plantation, who are vociferously expressing their joy and gratitude for the prospect of instant
emancipation. The little drummer-boy recelving from a black urchin the gift of a nosegay of flowers is a pretty repetition of
the same idea. On the whole, we should say that the haughty ladies and the pert child at the top of the steps wilt do well to
follow the example of their dusky servants, and give the new comers a more friendly reception, leaving it to the masculine
chivalry of the South to try if it can deal with the invaders of Georgia by force of anms; and, if not, to acquiesce in the
restored authority of the Union. 17

- 18

Because of Dorothy Porter Wesley’s ambition, philosophy, and historical insight and perspective, the Moorland-Spingarn
Collection at Howard University Library is an outstanding resource for students, historians and bibliophiles of African
American culture. And, when Ms. Constance Porter Uzefac, the daughter of Dorothy Porter Wesley related to the philosophy,
and mission of the African-Ametican Research Library and Culture Center, the local comnunity has been profoundly rewarded
with this special collection.

The collection will be presented for viewing in the general public areas of AARLCC in 2007, but access is available to ail now,
with some limitations as to the use of this material with a restriction of reviewing the collection only in special
environmerttaily controlled rooms and without the normal checkout procedures of the general collection.
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pamphlets, manuscripts and sheet music. As a way of honoring that important acquisition,
the library was renamed the Moorland-Spingam Collection.

Dorothy Porter Wesley’s philosophy toward books was reflected in the way she nurtured
and protected the collection. She once stated that: “All of this—our painters, musicians,
athletes—is our background, what they’ve done all goes to make up our history . . .7

Mss. Porter Wesley authored numerous books, articles and book reviews, but she is best
know for the numerous bibliographies she compiled. She was also active in numeréus
professional organizations, including the Bibliographical Society of America, the Society of
American Archivists, Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, the African
Studies Association, and she was a consultant to the National Library of Lagos, Nigeria,
1962-64.

After her retirement, she continued to receive many accolades and laurels. Moorland-
Spingarn Research Center dedicated the Dorothy B. Porter Room in 1973, which now
houses the Howard University Museum. In 1989, The Dorothy Porter Wesley Lecture
Series was initiated by Moorland-Spingam. She also spent a year as Visiting Research
Scholar at the DuBois Institute for Afro-American Research, Harvard University, and was
awarded honorary doctorate degrees from Susquehanna University, Pennsylvania (1971),
Syracuse University, New York (1989), and Radchffe College (1990).

Dorothy Porter Wesley had two husbands, Mr. James A. Porter, an intemationally know
painter and art historian to whom she was marnied for 41 years, and Dr. Charles H. Wesley,
a noted historian, author and educator. From the first union she was blessed with a
daughter, Constance Porter Uzelac.

JAMES AMOS PORTER
1965-1970

James A. Porter was an African American educator, lecturer, painter, administrator, critic
and advisor. He graduated from Howard University with honors in 1927 with a Bachelors
degree in Art. He was appointed instructor of art at Howard University in 1927. In 1929, he
was awarded the Arthur Schomburg Portrait Prize for his painting Woman Holding a Jug
(oil on canvas, Fisk University, Carol Van Vechten Gallery of Art). In 1933, the painting
was also in the Harmon Foundation Exhibition of Negro Artists. He received the Certificat
de Presence from the Institute of Art and Archeology, University of Paris in August 1935.
In 1937, he recetved a Masters of Art in Art History from New York University. In 1953,
he was appointed Head of the Department of Art and Director of the Art Gallery at Howard
University. In March of 1965, he was named one of America’s outstanding men of the arts
along with 26 other teachers who also received the first National Gallery of Art Medal and
Honorarium for Distinguished Achievement in Art Education.
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