Cassandra Bell

From: Patrice Watkins-Edwards

Sent: Thursday, January 15, 2015 2:39 PM
To: Cassandra Bell

Subject: FW: Chapter 421

We are governed by the following:

CHAPTER 421
PUBLIC HOUSING

PART I

HOUSING AUTHORITIES
(ss. 421.001-421.52)

Here is the section that deals with appointments only.

421.05 Appointment, qualifications, and tenure of commissioners; hiring of employees.—

(1) When the governing body of a city adopts a resolution as aforesaid, the mayor, with the approval of the
governing body, shall promptly appoint no fewer than five persons, and no more than seven persons, as
commissioners of the authority created for such city. Three of the commissioners who are first appointed shall
be designated to serve for terms of 1, 2, and 3 years respectively; the remaining commissioners shall be
designated to serve for terms of 4 years each, from the date of their appointment. Thereafter, each commissioner
shall be appointed as aforesaid for a term of office of 4 years, except that a vacancy shall be filled for the
unexpired term by an appointment by the mayor with the approval of the governing body within 60 days after
such vacancy occurs. Each housing authority created pursuant to this chapter shall have at least one
commissioner who shall be a resident who is current in rent in a housing project or a person of low or very low
income who resides within the housing authority’s jurisdiction and is receiving rent subsidy through a program
administered by the authority or public housing agency that has jurisdiction for the same locality served by the
housing authority, which commissioner shall be appointed at the time a vacancy exists. In the case of an
authority which has no completed project, no tenant-commissioner shall be appointed until 10 percent of the
units in the first project of the authority have been occupied. The cessation of a tenant-commissioner’s tenancy
in a housing project or the cessation of rent subsidy shall remove such tenant-commissioner from office, and
another person meeting the qualifications required for the office shall be appointed for the unexpired portion of
the term. After all reasonable efforts have been made and documented, if the commissioners find that no
housing project resident or rent subsidy recipient is available to serve as a tenant-commissioner, the existing
vacancy shall then be filled through the normal appointment procedures set forth in this subsection. However,
such normal appointment shall not preclude the requirement to exercise diligence in all succeeding vacancies to
attempt to first appoint a tenant-commissioner until at least one tenant-commissioner has been appointed. No
commissioner of an authority may be an officer or employee of the city for which the authority is created. A
commissioner shall hold office until a successor has been appointed and has qualified. A certificate of the
appointment or reappointment of any commissioner shall be filed with the clerk, and such certificate shall be
conclusive evidence of the due and proper appointment of such commissioner. A commissioner shall receive no
compensation for his or her services but shall be entitled to the necessary expenses, including travel expenses,
incurred in the discharge of his or her duties. The requirements of this subsection with respect to the number of




commissioners of a housing authority apply without regard to the date on which the housing authority was
created.

(2) The powers of each authority shall be vested in the commissioners thereof in office from time to time. A
majority of the commissioners shall constitute a quorum of the authority for the purpose of conducting its
business and exercising its powers and for all other purposes. Action may be taken by the authority upon a vote
of a majority of the commissioners present, unless in any case the bylaws of the authority require a larger
number. The mayor with the concurrence of the governing body shall designate which of the commissioners
appointed shall be the first chair, but when the office of the chair of the authority thereafter becomes vacant, the
authority shall select a chair from among its commissioners. An authority shall select from among its
commissioners a vice chair; and it may employ a secretary, who shall be the executive director, technical
experts, and such other officers, agents, and employees, permanent and temporary, as it may require and shall
determine their qualifications, duties, and compensation. For such legal services as it may require, an authority
may call upon the chief law officer of the city or may employ its own counsel and legal staff. An authority may
delegate to one or more of its agents or employees such powers or duties as it may deem proper.

(3) Notwithstanding the limitation contained in subsection (1) on the number of commissioners of a housing
authority, any housing authority that has more than seven commissioners on March 28, 1991, may maintain the
same number of commissioners it had on March 28, 1991.

History.—s. 5, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-¢); s. 1, ch. 59-413; s. 1, ch. 78-165; ss. 1, 2, ch. 80-
357;s. 273, ch. 81-259; s. 1, ch. 84-250; s. 1, ch. 89-33; ss. 1, 2, ch. 91-6; s. 82, ch. 97-103.




Statutes & Constitution :View Statutes : Online Sunshine Page 1 of 1

Select Year: 2014[-]| Go

The 2014Florida Statutes

Title XXX Chapter 421 View Entire Chapter
SOCIAL WELFARE PUBLIC HOUSING
CHAPTER 421

PUBLIC HOUSING

PART 1
HOUSING AUTHORITIES
(ss. 421.001-421.52)

PART Il
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
(s. 421.55)

PART I
HOUSING AUTHORITIES

421.001 State role in housing and urban development.
~ 421.01 Short title.
421.02 Finding and declaration of necessity.
421.03 Definitions.
421.04 Creation of housing authorities.
421.05 Appointment, qualifications, and tenure of commissioners; hiring of employees.
421.06 Commissioners or employees prohibited from acquiring interests in housing projécts and
required to disclose interests in specified properties; exception.
421.07 Removal of commissioners.
421.08 Powers of authority.
421.09 Operation not for profit.
421.091 Financial accounting and investments; fiscal year.
421.10 Rentals and tenant selection.
421.101 False representations to obtain lower rent in housing accommodations; penalty.
421.11 Cooperation of authorities.
421.12 Eminent domain.
421.13 Planning, zoning and building laws.
421.14 Debentures.
421.15 Form and sale of debentures.
421.16 Provisions of debentures and trust indentures.
421.17 Validation of debentures and proceedings.
421.18 Remedies of an obligee of authority.
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421.19 Additional remedies conferrable by authority.

421.21 Aid from Federal Government; tax exemptions.

421.22 Reports. '

421.23 Lliabilities of authority.

421.24 Organization and establishment.

421.25 Contracts and undertakings.

421.26 Notes and bonds.

421.261 Continuance of municipal housing authorities when municipality abolished; counties in excess
of 400,000.

421.27 Housing authorities in counties.

421.28 Creation of regional housing authority. _

421.29 Area of operation of regional housing authority.

421.30 Commissioners of regional authorities.

421.31 Powers of regional housing authority; definitions.

421.32 Rural housing projects.

421.321 Execution of mortgages.

421.33 Housing applications by farmers.

421.34 Additional definitions.

421.35 Supplemental nature of sections.

421.36 Short title.

421.46 Organization and establishment of housing authorities validated.
421.47 Contracts and undertakings of housing authorities validated.
421.48 Notes and bonds of housing authorities validated.

421.49 Area of operation of housing authorities for defense housing.
421.50 Decreasing area of operation of regional authority.

421.51 Authority for county excluded from regional authority.
421.52 Authorities; creation, obligatipns, etc., validated.

421.001 State role in housing and urban development.—The role of state government required
by part | of chapter 421 (Housing Authorities Law), chapter 422 (Housing Cooperation Law), and chapter
423 (Tax Exemption of Housing Authorities) is the responsibility of the Department of Economic
Opportunity; and the department is the agency of state government responsible for the state’s role in

housing and urban development.
History.—s. 18, ch. 69-106; s. 50, ch. 81-167; s.'53, ch. 83-55; 5. 7, ch. 2000-342; s. 339, ch. 2011-142.

421.01 Short title.—Part | of this chapter may be referred to as the “Housing Authorities Law. ?
History.—s. 1, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-a). '

421.02 Finding and declaration of necessity.—It is hereby declared that:

(1) There exist in the state insanitary or unsafe dwelling accommodations and that persons of low
income are forced to reside in such insanitary or unsafe accommodations; that within the state there is
a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations available at rents which persons of low income
‘can afford and that such persons are forced to occupy overcrowded and congested dwelling
accommodations; that the aforesaid conditions cause an increase in and spread of disease and crime and
constitute a menace to the health, safety, morals and welfare of the residents of the state and impair
economic values; that these conditions necessitate excessive and disproportionate expenditures of
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public funds for crime prevention and punishment, public health, welfare and safety, fire and accident
protection, and other public services and facilities.

(2) Blighted areas in the state cannot be revitalized, nor can the shortage of safe and sanitary
dwellings for persons of low income be relieved, solely through the operation of private enterprise.

(3) The clearance, replanning and reconstruction of the areas in which insanitary or unsafe housing
conditions exist and the providing of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations for persons of low
income, including the acquisition by a housing authority of property to be used for or in connection with
housing projects or appurtenant thereto, are exclusively public uses and purposes for which public
money may be spent and private property acquired and are governmental functions of public concern.

(4) The necessity in the public interest for the provisions hereinafter enacted, is hereby declared as

a matter of legislative determination.
History.—s. 2, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-b); s. 2, ch. 2005-54.

421.03 Definitions.— The following terms, wherever used or referred to in this part, shall have
the following respective meanings for the purposes of this part, unless a different meaning clearly
appears from the context:

(1) “Authority” or “housing authority” shall mean any of the public corporations created by s.
421.04.

(2) “City” shall mean any city or town of the state having a population of more than 2,500,
according to the last preceding federal or state census. “The city” shall mean the particular city for
which a particular housing authority is created.

(3) “Governing body” shall mean the city council, the commission, or other legislative body charged
with governing the city, as the case may be.

(4) “Mayor” shall mean the mayor of the city or the officer thereof charged with the duties
customarily imposed on the mayor or executive head of the city.

(5) “Clerk” shall mean the clerk of the city or the officer of the city charged with the duties
customarily imposed on the clerk thereof.

(6) “Area of operation”:

(a) In the case of a housing authority of a city having a population of less than 25,000, shall include
such city and the area within 5 miles of the territorial boundaries thereof; and

(b) In the case of a housing authority of a city having a population of 25,000 or more shall include
such city and the area within 10 miles from the territorial boundaries thereof; provided however, that
the area of operation of a housing authority of any city shall not include any area which lies within the
territorial boundaries of some other city as herein defined; and further provided that the area of
operation shall not extend outside of the boundaries of the county in which the city is located and no
housing authority shall have any power or jurisdiction outside of the county in which the city is located.

(7) “Federal Government” shall include the United States, the Federal Emergency Administration of
Public Works or any other agency or instrumentality, corporate or otherwise, of the United States.

(8) “Slum” shall mean any area where dwellings predominate which, by reason.of dilapidation,
overcrowding, faulty arrangement or design, lack of ventilation, light or sanitary facilities, or any
combination of these factors, are detrimental to safety, health and morals.

(9) “Housing project” shall mean any work or undertaking: 1

(@) To demolish, clear, or remove buildings from any slum area; such work or undertaking may
embrace the adaption of such area to public purposes, including parks or other recreational or
community purposes; or
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(b) To provide decent, safe and sanitary urban or rural dwellings, apartments or other living
accommodations for persons of low income; such work or undertaking may include buildings, land,
equipment, facilities and other real or personal property for necessary, convenient or desirable
appurtenances, streets, sewers, water service, parks, site preparation, gardening, administrative,
community, health, recreational, educational, welfare or other purposes; or

(c) To accomplish a combination of the foregoing. The term “housing project” also may be applied
to the planning of the buildings and improvements, the acquisition of property, the demolition of
existing structures, the construction, reconstruction, alteration and repair of the improvements and all
other work in connection therewith.

(10) “Persons of low income” shall mean persons or families who lack the amount of income which is
necessary, as determined by the authority undertaking the housing project, to ehable them, without
financial assistance, to live in decent, safe and sanitary dwellings, without overcrowding.

(11) “Debentures” shall mean any notes, interim certificates, debentures, revenue certificates, or
other obligations issued by an authority pursuant to this chapter.

(12) “Real property” shall include all lands, including improvements and fixtures thereon, and
property of any nature appurtenant thereto, or used in connection therewith, and every estate, interest
and right, legal or equitable, therein, including terms for years and liens by way of judgment, mortgage
or otherwise and the indebtedness secured by such liens.

(13) “Obligee of the authority” or “obligee” shall include any holder of debentures, trustee or
trustees for any such holders, or lessor demising to the authority property used in connection with a -
housing project, or any assignee or assignees of such lessor’s interest or any part thereof, and the

Federal Government when it is a party to any contract with the authority.
History.—s. 3, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-c); s. 1, ch. 20219, 1941; s. 1, ch. 28061, 1953; s. 24, ch. 57-1;s. 1,
ch. 67-566.

"421.04  Creation of housing authorities.—
(1) Ineach rcity',v as he[gjn_dgﬁped, there is hereby created a public body corporate and politic to be
“known as the “Housing Authority_”.af the city; provided, however, that such authority shall not transact
’ any business or exercise its powers hereunder until or unless the governing body of the city by proper
resolution shall declare that there is need for an authority to function in such city. The determination as
to whether there is such need for an authority to function:
(@) May be made by the governing body on its own motion; or
(b) Shall be made by the governing body upon the filing of a petition signed by 25 residents of the
city asserting that there is need for an authority to function in such city and requesting that the
‘governing body so declare. ‘
(2) The governing body may adopt a resolution declaring that there is need for a housing authority in
the city if it shall find that:
(a) Insanitary or unsafe inhabited dwelling accommodations exist in such city; or
(b) There is a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations in such city available to persons
of low income at rentals they can afford. In determining whether dwelling accommodations are unsafe
or insanitary said governing body may take into consideration the degree of overcrowding, the
percentage of land coverage, the light, air, space and access available to the inhabitants of such
dwelling accommodations, the size and arrangement of the rooms, the sanitary facilities, and the extent
to which conditions exist in such buildings which endanger life or property by fire or other causes.
(3) In any suit, action or proceeding involving the validity or enforcement of or relating to any
contract of the authority, the authority shall be conclusively deemed to have become established and
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authorized to transact business and exercise its powers hereunder upon proof of the adoption of a
resolution by the governing body declaring the need for the authority. Such resolution or resolutions
shall be sufficient if it declares that there is such need for an authority and finds in substantially the
foregoing terms, no further detail being necessary, that either or both of the above enumerated
conditions exist in the city. A copy of such resolution duly certified by the clerk shall be admissible in

evidence in any suit, action or proceeding.
History.—s. 4, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-d).

421.05 Appointment, qualifications, and tenure of commissioners; hiring of employees.—

(1) When the governing body of a city adopts a resolution as aforesaid, the mayor, with the approval
of the governing body, shall promptly appoint no fewer than five persons, and no more than seven
persons, as commissioners of the authority created for such city.. Three of the commissioners who are .
first appointed shall be designated to serve for terms of 1, 2, and 3 years respectively; the remammg
commissioners shalt be deSIgnated to serve for terms of 4 years each, from the date of their ’
appointment. Thereafter, each commissioner shall be appointed as aforesaid for a term of office of 4
years, except that a vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term by an appointment by the mayor with
the approval of the governing body within 60 days after such vacancy occurs. Each housing authority
created pursuant to this chapter shall have at least one commissioner who shall be a resident who is
current in rent in a housing project or a person of low or very low income who resides within the housing
authority’s jurisdiction and is receiving rent subsidy through a program administered by the authority or
pubtic housing agency that has jurisdiction for the same locality served by the housing authority, which
commissioner shall be appointed at the time a vacancy exists. In the case of an authority which has no
completed project, no tenant-commissioner shall be appointed until 10 percent of the units in the first
project of the authority have been occupied. The cessation of a tenant-commissioner’s tenancy in a
housing project or the cessation of rent subsidy shall remove such tenant-commissioner from office, and
another person meeting the qualifications required for the office shall be appointed for the unexpired
portion of the term. After all reasonable efforts have been made and documented, if the commissioners
find that no housing project resident or rent subsidy recipient is available to serve as a tenant-
commissioner, the existing vacancy shall then be filled through the normal appointment procedures set
forth in this subsection. However, such normal appointment shall not preclude the requirement to
exercise diligence in all succeeding vacancies to attempt to first appoint a tenant-commissioner until at
least one tenant-commissioner has been appointed. No commissioner of an authority may be an officer
or employee of the city for which the authority is created. A commissioner shall hold office until a
successor has been appointed and has qualified. A certificate of the appointment or reappointment of
any commissioner shall be filed with the clerk, and such certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the
due and proper appointment of such commissioner. A commissioner shall receive no compensation for
his or her services but shall be entitled to the necessary expenses, including travel expenses, incurred in
the discharge of his or her duties. The requirements of this subsection with respect to the number of
commissioners of a housing authority apply without regard to the date on which the housing authority
was created.

(2) The powers of each authority shall be vested in the commissioners thereof in office from time to
time. A majority of the commissioners shall constitute a quorum of the authority for the purpose of
conducting its business and exercising its powers and for all other purposes. Action may be taken by the
authority upon a vote of a majority of the commissioners present, unless in any case the bylaws of the
authority require a larger number. The mayor with the concurrence of the governing body shall
designate which of the commissioners appointed shall be the first chair, but when the office of the chair
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of the authority thereafter becomes vacant, the authority shall select a chair from among its
commissioners. An authority shall select from among its commissioners a vice chair; and it may employ a
secretary, who shall be the executive director, technical experts, and such other officers, agents, and
employees, permanent and temporary, as it may require and shall determine their qualifications, duties,
and compensation. For such legal services as it may require, an authority may call upon the chief law
officer of the city or may employ its own counsel and legal staff. An authority may delegate to one or
more of its agents or employees such powers or duties as it may deem proper.

(3) Notwithstanding the limitation contained in subsection (1) on the number of commissioners of a
housing authority, any housing authority that has more than seven commissioners on March 28, 1991,

may maintain the same number of commissioners it had on March 28, 1991.
History.—s. 5, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-¢€); s. 1, ch. 59-413; s. 1, ch. 78-165; ss. 1, 2, ch. 80-357; s. 273, ch.
81-259;s. 1, ch. 84-250; s. 1, ch. 89-33; ss. 1, 2, ch. 91-6; s. 82, ch. 97-103.

421.06 Commissioners or employees prohibited from acquiring interests in housing projects
and required to disclose interests in specified properties; exception.—Except for the leasehold
interest held by a tenant-commissioner in the housing project in which he or she is a tenant, no
commissioner or employee of an authority shall acquire any interest, direct or indirect, in any housing
project or in any property included or planned to be included in any project, nor shall he or she have
any interest, direct or indirect, in any contract or proposed contract for materials or services to be
furnished or used in connection with any housing project. If a commissioner or employee of an authority
owns or controls an interest, direct or indifect, in any property included or planned to be included in
any housing project, he or she shall immediately disclose the same in writing to the authority. Such
disclosure shall be entered upon the minutes of the authority. Failure so to disclose such interest

constitutes misconduct in office.
History.—s. 6, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-f); s. 2, ch. 84-250; s. 83, ch. 97-103.

421.07 Removal of commissioners.—For inefficiency or neglect of duty or misconduct in office, a
commissioner of an authority may be removed by the mayor with the concurrence of the governing
body, but a commissioner shall be removed only after he or she shall have been given a copy of the
charges at least 10 days prior to the hearing thereon and had an opportunity to be heard in person or by
counsel. In the event of the removal of any commissioner, a record of the proceedings, together with

the charges and findings thereon, shall be filed in the office of the clerk.
History.—s. 7, ch. 17981; 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-g); s. 2, ch. 59-413; s. 84, ch. 97-103.

421.08 Powers of authority.—An authority shall constitute a public body corporate and politic,
exercising the public and essential governmental functions set forth in this chapter, and having all the
powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the purpose and provisions of this chapter,
including the following powers in addition to others herein granted:

(1) To sue and be sued; to have a seal and to alter the same at pleasure; to have perpetual
succession; to make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient to the
exercise of the powers of the authority; to appear in court through any of its officers, agents, or
employees, for the exclusive purpose of filing eviction papers; and to make and from time to time
amend and repeal bylaws, rules and regulations, not inconsistent with this chapter, to carry into effect
the powers and purposes of the authority.

(2) Within its area of operation, to prepare, carry out, acquire, lease, and operate housing projects;
to provide for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, alteration, or repair of any housing
project or any part thereof.
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(3) To arrange or contract for the furnishing by any person or agency, public or private, of services,
privileges, works, or facilities for, or in connection with, a housing project or the occupants thereof;
provided, however, that notwithstanding any other power or provision in this chapter, the authority
shall not construct, lease, control, purchase, or otherwise establish in connection with or as a part of
any housing project or any other real or any other property under its control, any system, work,
facilities, plants, or other equipment for the purpose of furnishing utility service of any kind to such
projects or to any tenant or occupant thereof in the event that a system, work, facility, plant, or other
equipment for the furnishing of the same utility service is being actually operated by a municipality or

‘private concern in the area of operation or the city or the territory immediately adjacent thereto;
provided, further, that nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the construction or acquisition by
-the authority of any system, work, facilities, or other equipment for the sole and only purpose of
receiving utility services from any such municipality or such private concern and then distributing such
utility services to the project and to the tenants and occupants thereof; and, notwithstanding anything
to the contrary contained in this chapter or in any other provision of law, to include in any contract let
in connection with a project, stipulations requiring that the contractor and any subcontractors comply
with requirements as to minimum wages and maximum hours of labor, and comply with any conditions
which the Federal Government may have attached to its financial aid of the project.

(4) To lease or rent any dwellings, houses, accommodations, lands, buildings, structures, or facilities
embraced in any housing project and, subject to the limitations contained in this chapter, to establish
and revise the rents or charges therefor; to own, hold, and improve real or personal property; to
purchase, lease, obtain options upon, acquire by gift, grant, bequest, devise, or otherwise any real or
personal property or any interest therein; to acquire by the exercise of the power of eminent domain
any real property; to sell, lease, exchange, transfer, assign, pledge, or dispose of any real or personal
property or any interest therein; to insure or provide for the insurance of any real or personal property
or operations of the authority against any risks or hazards; to procure or agree to the procurement of
insurance or guarantees from the Federal Government of the payment of any such debts or parts
thereof, whether or not incurred by said authority, including the power to pay premiums on any such
insurance. '

(5) Toinvest any funds held in reserves or sinking funds, or any funds not required for immediate
disbursement, in property or securities in which savings banks may legally invest funds subject to their
control; to purchase its debentures at a price not more than the principal amount thereof and accrued
interest, all debentures so purchased to be canceled.

(6) Within its area of operation: to investigate into living, dwelling, and housing conditions and into
the means and methods of improving such conditions; to determine where slum areas exist or where
there is a shortage of decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling accommodations for persons of low income; to
make studies and recommendations relating to the problem of clearing, replanning, and reconstruction
of slum areas and the problem of providing dwelling accommodations for persons of low income; to
administer fair housing ordinances and other ordinances as adopted by cities, counties, or other
authorities who wish to contract for administrative services and to cooperate with the city, the county,
the state or any political subdivision thereof in action taken in connection with such problems; and to
engage in research, studies, and experimentation on the subject of housing.

(7) Acting through one or more commissioners or other person or persons designated by the
authority; to conduct examinations and investigations and to hear testimony and take proof under oath
at public or private hearings on any matter material for its information; to administer oaths, issue
subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses or the production of books and papers and to issue
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commissions for the examination of witnesses who are outside of the state or unable to attend before
the authority, or excused from attendance; to make available to appropriate agencies, including those
charged with the duty of abating or requiring the correction of nuisances or like conditions, or of
demolishing unsafe or insanitary structures within its area of operation, its findings and
recommendations with regard to any building or property where conditions exist which are dangerous to
the public health, morals, safety, or welfare.

(8)(@) To organize for the purpose of creating a for-profit or not-for-profit corporation, limited
liability company, or other similar business entity pursuant to all applicable laws of this state in which
the housing authority may hold an ownership interest or participate in its governance in order to
develop, acquire, lease, construct, rehabilitate, manage, or operate multifamily or single-family
residential projects. These projects may include nonresidential uses and may use public and private
funds to serve individuals or families who meet the applicable income requirements of the state or
federal program involved; whose income does not exceed 150 percent of the applicable median income
for the area, as established by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development; and
who, in the determination of the housing authority, lack sufficient income or assets to enable them to
purchase or rent a decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling. These corporations, limited liability companies,
or other business entities may join partnerships, joint ventures, or limited liability companies pursuant
to applicable laws or may otherwise engage with business entities in developing, acquiring, leasing,
constructing, rehabilitating, managing, or operating such projects.

(b) The creation by a housing authority of such a corporation, limited liability company, or other
business entity that is properly registered pursuant to all applicable laws before the effective date of
this act is ratified and validated if the creation of such corporation, limited liability company, or other
business entity would have been valid had this act been in effect at the time such corporation, limited
liability company, or other business entity was created and registered. '

(c) Proceedings or acts performed by a housing authority or a corporation, limited liability company,
or other business entity authorized pursuant to paragraph (b) are ratified and validated if such
proceedings or acts were in furtherance of the purposes set forth in this chapter and would have been
valid had this act been in effect at the time such proceedings or acts were performed.

(9) Notwithstanding s. 112.061, the governing board of an authority may approve and implement
policies for per diem, travel, and other expenses of its officials, officers, board members, employees,
and authorized persons in a manner consistent with federal guidelines.

(10) To exercise all or any part or combination of powers herein granted. No provisions of law with
respect to acquisition, operation, or disposition of property by other public bodies shall be applicable to

an authority unless the Legislature shall specifically so state.
History.—s. 8, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-h); s. 37, ch. 86-192; s. 1, ch. 87-109; s. 3, ch. 2005-54.

421.09 Operation not for profit.—

(1) It is the policy of this state that each housing authority shall manage and operate its housing
projects in an efficient manner so as to enable it to fix the rentals for dwelling accommodations at the
lowest possible rates consistent with its providing decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling accommodations,
and that a housing authority may not construct or operate any such project for profit, or as a source of
revenue to the city. To this end an authority may not fix the rentals for dwellings in its project at a
higher rate than it finds necessary in order to produce revenues that, together with all other available
moneys, revenue, income, and receipts of the authority from whatever sources derived, will be
sufficient: .

(a) To pay, as they become due, the principal and interest on the debentures of the authority;
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(b) To meet the cost of, and to provide for, maintaining and operating the projects, including the
cost of any insurance and the administrative expenses of the authority; and

(c) To create, during not less than the 6 years immediately succeeding its issuance of any
debentures, a reserve sufficient to meet the largest principal and interest payments that will be due on
such debentures in any one year thereafter, and to maintain such reserve.

(2) This section does not prohibit or restrict the activities or operations of a business entity created

under s. 421.08(8).
History.—s. 9, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-i); s. 4, ch. 2005-54.

421.091 Financial accounting and investments; fiscal year.—

(1) A complete and full financial accounting and audit in accordance with federal audit standards of
public housing agencies shall be made biennially by a certified public accountant. A copy of such audit
shall be filed with the governing body and with the Auditor General.

(2) The fiscal year of a housing authority shall be the fiscal year established by the Federal

Government.
History.—s. 3, ch. 59-413; s. 2, ch. 78-165; s. 3, ch. 83-106.

421.10 Rentals and tenant selection.—

(1) In the operation or management of housing projects an authority shall at all times observe the
following duties with respect to rentals and tenant selection: v

(@) It may rent or lease the dwelling accommodations therein only to persons of low income and at
rentals within the financial reach of such persons of low income.

(b) It may rent or lease to a tenant dwelling accommodations consisting of the number of rooms, but
no greater number, which it deems necessary to provide safe and sanitary accommodations to the
proposed occupants thereof, without overcrowding.

(c) It shall accept any person as a tenant in any housing project according to the appropriate
guidelines as established by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development or other
federal agencies.

(d) The Department of Children and Families, pursuant to 45 C.F.R. s. 233.20(a)(3)(vii)(c), may not
consider as income for recipients of temporary cash assistance any assistance received by recipients
from other agencies or organizations such as public housing authorities.

(2) Nothing contained in this section or s. 421.09 shall be construed as limiting the power of an
authority to vest in an obligee the right, in the event of a default by the authority, to take possession of
a housing project or cause the appointment of a receiver thereof, free from all the restrictions imposed
by this section or s. 421.09.

(3) This section shall not apply to housing facilities financed by loans made for the purpose of

providing such facilities for domestic farm labor pursuant to s. 514 of the Federal Housing Act of 1949.
History.—s. 10, ch. 17981, 1937; s. 1, ch. 19510, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-j); s. 7, ch. 22858, 1945; s. 1, ch. 65-223; s.
3, ch. 78-165; s. 104, ch. 96-175; s. 203, ch. 99-8; s. 84, ch. 2000-153; s. 101, ch. 2000-165; s. 241, ch. 2014-19.

421.101 False representations to obtain lower rent in housing accommodations; penalty.—
Whoever makes a false statement or representation, knowing it to be false, or knowingly fails to
disclose a material fact in order to obtain a lower rent for housing accommodations in a low-rent
housing development operated pursuant to this chapter, than the rental such person is required to pay
pursuant to federal or state statutes, schedule of rents or rules and regulations as determined and fixed
by housing authorities created pursuant to this chapter, aforesaid, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of
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the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083; and each such false statement or
representation or failure to disclose a material fact as aforesaid shall constitute a separate offense.
History.—s. 1, ch. 61-468; s. 362, ch. 71-136.

421.11 Cooperation of authorities.—

(1) Any two or more housing authorities may join or cooperate with one another in the exercise,
either jointly or otherwise, of any or all of their powers for the purpose of financing, including the
issuance of bonds, debentures, notes or other obligations and giving security therefor; planning;
undertaking; owning; constructing; operating; or contracting with respect to a housing project or
projects located within the area of operation of any one or more of said authorities. For such purpose,
an authority may by resolution prescribe and authorize any other housing authority or authorities, so
joining or cooperating with it, to act on its behalf with respect to any or all such powers. Any authorities
joining or cooperating with one another may by resolutions appoint from among the commissioners of
such authorities an executive committee with full power to act on behalf of such authorities with
respect to any or all of their powers, as prescribed by resolutions of such authorities.

(2) Any county housing authority may enter into an interlocal agreement with one or more local
governing bodies pursuant to the provisions of s. 163.01, the Florida Interlocal Cooperation Act of 1969,
with respect to projects or programs located within the county or an adjacent county, and any city
housing authority may enter into such agreement with respect to projects or programs located within
the county, provided that no power granted an authority under s. 421.08 may be reserved to or

exercised by a local governing body under such agreement.
History.—s. 11, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-k); s. 1, ch. 21699, 1943; s. 4, ch. 78-165; s. 38, ch. 86-192.

421.12 Eminent domain.—An authority shall have the right to acquire by the exercise of the
power of eminent domain any real property which it may deem necessary for its purposes under this
chapter after the adoption by it of a resolution declaring that the acquisition of the real property
described therein is necessary for such purposes. An authority may exercise the power of eminent
domain in the manner provided in chapters 73 and 74. Property already devoted to a public use may be
acquired in like manner, provided that no real property belonging to the city, the county, the state or

any political subdivision thereof may be acquired without its consent.
History.—s. 12, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-1).

421.13 Planning, zoning and building laws.—All housing projects of an authority shall be subject
to the planning, zoning, sanitary and building laws, ordinances and regulations applicable to the locality
in which the housing project is situated. In the planning and location of any housing project, an
authority shall take into consideration the relationship of the project to any larger plan or long-range

program for the development of the area in which the housing authority functions.
History.—s. 13, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-x).

421.14 Debentures.—

(1) An authority may issue debentures from time to time in its discretion, for any of its corporate
purposes. An authority may also issue refunding debentures for the purpose of paying or retiring
debentures previously issued by it. An authority may issue such types of debentures as it may determine,
including debentures on which the principal and interest are payable:

(@) Exclusively from the income and revenues of the housing project financed with the proceeds of
such debentures, or with such proceeds together with a grant from the federal government in aid of
such project;

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display Statute& URL=0400-049... 9/3/2014




Statutes & Constitution :View Statutes : Online Sunshine Page 11 of 25

{b) Exclusively from the income and revenues of certain designated housing projects whether or not
they were financed in whole or in part with the proceeds of such debentures; or
(c) From its revenues generally.

Any of such debentures may be additionally secured by a pledge of any revenues of any housing project,
projects or other property of the authority.

(2) Neither the commissioners of an authority nor any person executing the debentures shall be
liable personally on the debentures by reason of the issuance thereof. The debentures and other
obligations of an authority, and such debentures and obligations shall so state on their face, shall not be
a debt of the city, the county, the state or any political subdivision thereof, and neither the city or the
county, nor the state or any political subdivision thereof shall be liable thereon, nor in any event shall
such debentures or obligations be payable out of any funds or properties other than those of said
authority. The debentures shall not constitute an indebtedness within the meaning of any constitutional

or statutory debt or bond limitation or restriction.
History.—s. 14, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-y).

421.15 Form and sale of debentures.—

(1) Debentures of an authority shall be authorized by its resolution and may be issued in one or more
series and shall bear such dates, mature at such times, bear an average interest cost rate net of federal
subsidies not exceeding the rate established according to s. 215.84, be in such denominations, be in
such form, either coupon or registered, carry such conversion or registration privileges, have such rank
or priority, be executed in such manner, be payable in such medium of payment, at such places and be
subject to such terms of redemption, with or without premium, as such resolution or its trust indenture
may provide.

(2) The debentures may be sold at public sale held after notice published once at least 5 days prior
to such sale in a newspaper having a general circulation in the city and in a financial newspaper
published in the City of Chicago, Illinois, or in the City of New York, New York; however, such
debentures may be sold to the Federal Government at private sale without any public advertisement.

(3) In the event an offer of an issue of debentures at public sale produces no bid, or in the event all
bids received are rejected, the authority is authorized to negotiate for the sale of such debentures
under such rates and terms as are acceptable; however, upon their sale, the State Board of
Administration shall be notified, and no such bonds shall be so sold or delivered on terms less favorable
than the terms contained in any bids rejected at the public sale thereof, or the terms contained in the
notice of public sale if no bids were received at such public sale.

(4) In case any of the commissioners or officers of the authority whose signatures appear on any
debentures or coupons shall cease to be such commissioners or officers before the delivery of such
debentures, such signatures shall, nevertheless, be valid and sufficient for all purposes, the same as if
such commissioners or officers had remained in office until such delivery. Any provision of any law to
the contrary notwithstanding, any debentures issued pursuant to this chapter shall be fully negotiable.

(5) In any suit, action, or proceedings involving the validity or enforceability of any debenture of an
authority or the security therefor, any such debenture reciting in substance that it has been issued by
the authority to aid in financing a housing project to provide dwelling accommodations for persons of
low income shall be conclusively deemed to have been issued for a housing project of such character;
and said project shall be conclusively deemed to have been planned, located, and constructed in

accordance with the purposes and provisions of this chapter.
History.—s. 15, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-z); s. 5, ch. 78-165; s. 30, ch. 83-215.
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421.16 Provisions of debentures and trust indentures.—in connection with the issuance of
debentures or the incurring of obligations under leases and in order to secure the payment of such
indentures or obligations, an authority, in addition to its other powers, shall have power:

(1) To pledge all or any part of its gross or net rents, gross or net fees or gross or net revenues to
which its right then exists or may thereafter come into existence.

(2) To covenant against pledging all or any part of its rents, fees and revenues, or against
mortgaging all or any part of its real or personal property, to which its right or title then exists or may
thereafter come into existence or against permitting or suffering any lien on such revenues or property;
to covenant with respect to limitations on its rights to sell, lease or to otherwise dispose of any housing
project or any part thereof; and to covenant as to what other, or additional debts or obligations may be
incurred by it.

(3) To covenant as to the debentures to be issued and as to the issuance of such debentures in
escrow or otherwise, and as to the use and disposition of the proceeds thereof; to provide for the
replacement of lost, destroyed or mutilated debentures; to covenant against extending the time for the
payment of its debentures or interest thereon; and to redeem the debentures, and to covenant for their
redemption and to provide the terms and conditions thereof.

(4) To covenant, subject to the limitations contained in this chapter, as to the rents and fees to be
charged in the operation of a housing project or projects, the amount to be raised each year or other
period of time by rents, fees and other revenues, and as to the use and disposition to be made thereof;
to create or to authorize the creation of special funds for moneys held for construction or operating
costs, debt service, reserves, or other purposes, and to covenant as to the use and disposition of the
moneys held in such funds. '

(5) To prescribe the procedure, if any, by which the terms of any contract with the holders of
debentures may be amended or abrogated, the amount of debentures the holders of which must consent
thereto, and the manner in which such consent may be given.

(6) To covenant as to the use of any or all of its real or personal property; and to covenant as to the
maintenance of its real and personal property, the replacement thereof, the insurance to be carried
thereon and the use and disposition of insurance moneys.

(7) To covenant as to the rights, liabilities, powers and duties arising upon the breach by it of any
covenant, condition, or obligation, and to covenant and prescribe as to events of default and terms and -
conditions upon which any or all of its debentures or obligations shall become or may be declared due
before maturity, and as to the terms and conditions upon which such declaration and its consequences
may be waived.

(8) To vest in a trustee or trustees or the holders of debentures or any proportion of them the right
to enforce the payment of the debentures or any covenants securing or relating to the debentures; to
vest in a trustee or trustees the right, in the event of a default by said authority, to take possession and
use, operate and manage any housing project or part thereof, and to collect the rents and revenues
arising therefrom and to dispose of such moneys in accordance with the agreement of the authority with
said trustee; to provide for the powers and duties of a trustee or trustees and to limit the liabilities
thereof; and to provide the terms and conditions upon which the trustee or trustees or the holders of
debentures or any proportion of them may enforce any covenant or rights securing or relating to the
debentures.

(9) To exercise all or any part or combination of the powers herein granted.
History.—s. 16, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-aa).
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421.17 Validation of debentures and proceedings.—

(1) A housing authority shall have the right, if it deems it expedient, to determine its authority to
issue any debentures, and the legality of all proceedings had or taken in connection therewith, in the
same manner and to the same extent, except as otherwise provided in this section, as provided in
chapter 75 for the determination by a county, municipality, taxing district, or other political district or
subdivision of its authority to incur bonded debt or to issue certificates of indebtedness and of the
legality of all proceedings had or taken in connection therewith.

(2) The petition to validate such debentures, and the proceedings had or taken in connection
therewith, shall be filed by the housing authority in the circuit court for the county in which is located
the city for which said housing authority was created, except that whenever it appears that a housing
authority is empowered to function in more than one county the circuit court of any county in the whole
or any part of which the housing authority is empowered to function shall have jurisdiction of the cause
in the same manner as provided in said chapter whenever a municipality, taxing district or other
political district or subdivision shall extend into more than one county.

(3) The notice required by s. 75.06 shall be addressed to the taxpayers and citizens of the city for
which such housing authority has been created and of the county, or counties, in the event such housing
authority is empowered to function in more than one county, in the whole or any part of which the
housing authority is empowered to function; and by the publication of such notice as required by said
chapter 75 all taxpayers and citizens of such city and such county or counties, as the case may be, shall
be considered as parties defendant to such proceedings, and the circuit court in which the proceeding is
brought shall have jurisdiction of all of the same as if they were named defendants in the petition filed
pursuant to said chapter and personally served with process.

(4) In the event no appeal is taken within the time prescribed by said chapter, or if taken, and the
decree validating said debentures is affirmed by the Supreme Court, the decree of the circuit court
validating and confirming the issuance of the debentures of the housing authority shall be forever
conclusive as to the validity of said debentures against the housing authority and against all taxpayers
and citizens of the city for which said housing authority was created and of the county or counties in the
whole or part of which the housing authority is empowered to function; and the validity of said
debentures shall never be called in question in any court in this state. Debentures of a housing
authority, when issued under the provisions of said chapter, shall have stamped or written thereon by
the proper officers of the housing authority issuing the same, the words: “Validated and Confirmed by
Decree of the Circuit Court,” specifying the date when such decree was rendered and the court in which
it was rendered, which shall be signed by the clerk of the circuit court in which the decree was

rendered, which entry shall be original evidence of said decree in any court in this state.
History.—s. 17, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-bb).

421.18 Remedies of an obligee of authority.—An obligee of an authority shall have the right in
addition to all other rights which may be conferred on such obligee, subject only to any contractual
restrictions binding upon such obligee:

(1) By mandamus, suit, action or proceeding at law or in equity to compel said authority and the
commissioners, officers, agents or employees thereof to perform each and every term, provision and
covenant contained in any contract of said authority with or for the benefit of such obligee, and to
require the carrying out of any or all such covenants and agreements of said authority and the
fulfillment of all duties imposed upon said authority by this chapter. '
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(2) By suit, action or proceeding in equity, to enjoin any acts or things which may be unlawful, or

the violation of any of the rights of such obligee of said authority.
History.—s. 18, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-cc).

421.19 Additional remedies conferrable by authority.—An authority shall have power by its
resolution, trust indenture, lease or other contract to confer upon any obligee holding or representing a
specified amount in debentures, or holding a lease, the right, in addition to all rights that may
otherwise be conferred, upon the happening of an event of default as defined in such resolution or
instrument, by suit, action or proceeding in any court of competent jurisdiction:

(1) To cause possession of any housing project or any part thereof to be surrendered to any such
obligee. . :

(2) To obtain the appointment of a receiver of any housing project of said authority or any part
thereof and of the rents and profits therefrom. If such receiver be appointed, he or she may enter and
take possession of such housing project or any part thereof and operate and maintain same, and collect
and receive all fees, rents, revenues, or other charges thereafter arising therefrom, and shall keep such
moneys in a separate account or accounts and apply the same in accordance with the obligation of said
authority as the court shall direct.

(3) To require said authority and the commissioners thereof to account as if it and they were the

trustees of an express trust.
History.—s. 19, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-dd); s. 85, ch. 97-103.

421.21 Aid from Federal Government; tax exemptions.—

(1) In addition to the powers conferred upon an authority by other provisions of this chapter, an
authority is empowered to borrow money or accept grants or other financial assistance from the Federal
Government for or in aid of any housing project within its area of operation, to take over or lease or
manage any housing project or undertaking constructed or owned by the Federal Government, and to
these ends, to comply with such conditions and enter into such trust indentures, leases or agreements as
may be necessary, convenient or desirable. It is the purpose and intent of this chapter to authorize
every authority to do any and all things necessary or desirable to secure the financial aid or cooperation
of the Federal Government in the undertaking, construction, maintenance or operation of any housing
project by such authority.

(2) In addition to the powers conferred upon an authority by subsection (1) and other provisions of
this chapter, an authority is empowered to borrow money or accept grants or other financial assistance
from the Federal Government under s. 202 of the Housing Act of 1959 (Pub. L. No. 86-372) or any law or
program of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, which provides for direct
federal loans in the maximum amount, as defined therein, for the purpose of assisting certain nonprofit
corporations to provide housing and related facilities for elderly families and elderly persons.

(a) Housing authorities created under this section are authorized to execute mortgages, notes, bills,
or other forms of indebtedness together with any agreements, contracts, or other instruments required
by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development in connection with loans made for
the purposes set forth in this subsection.

(b) This provision relating to housing facilities for the elderly is cumulative and in addition to the
powers given to housing authorities under this chapter. All powers granted generally by law to housing
authorities in Florida relating to issuance of trust indentures, debentures, and other methods of raising
capital shall apply also to housing authorities in connection with their participation in programs of the
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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(3) Itis the legislative intent that the tax exemption of housing authorities provided by chapter 423,

shall specifically apply to any housing authority created under this section.
History.—s. 21, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-ff); ss. 1, 2, ch. 61-197; s. 7, ch. 78-165.

421.22 Reports.—At least once a year, an authority shall file with the clerk a report of its
activities for the preceding year, and shall make recommendations with reference to such additional

legislation or other action as it deems necessary in order to carry out the purposes of this chapter.
History.—s. 22, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-gg).

421.23 Liabilities of authority.—The liabilities, whether ex contractu or ex delicto, of an
authority arising from the operation of its housing projects, may not be paid from any funds other than
the rents, fees, or revenues of such projects and any grants or subsidies paid to such authority by the
Federal Government, unless other funds are lawfully pledged by the authority’s governing board.

History.—s. 23, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-hh); s. 7, ch. 22858, 1945; s. 5, ch. 2005-54.

. 421.24 Organization and establishment.—The establishment and organization of housing
authorities in the state under the provisions of the Housing Authorities Law of this state, together with
all proceedings, acts and things heretofore undertaken, performed or done with reference thereto, are
hereby validated, ratified, confirmed, approved and declared legal in all respects, notwithstanding any

defect or irregularity therein or any want of statutory authority.
History.—s. 1, ch. 19511, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-kk).

421.25 Contracts and undertakings.—All contracts, agreements, obligations, and undertakings of
such housing authorities heretofore entered into relating to financing or aiding in the development,
construction, maintenance, or operation of any housing project or projects or to obtaining aid therefor
from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, including, without limiting the
generality of the foregoing, loan and annual contributions, contracts and leases with the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development, agreements with municipalities or other public bodies,
including those which are pledged or authorized to be pledged for the protection of the holders of any
notes or bonds issued by such housing authorities or which are otherwise made a part of the contract
with such holders of notes or bonds, relating to cooperation and contributions in aid of housing projects,
payments, if any, in lieu of taxes, furnishing of municipal services and facilities, and the elimination of
unsafe and insanitary dwellings, and contracts for the construction of housing projects, together with all
proceedings, acts, and things heretofore undertaken, performed, or done with reference thereto, are
hereby validated, ratified, confirmed, approved, and declared legal in all respects, notwithstanding any

defect or irregularity therein or any want of statutory authority.
History.—s. 2, ch. 19511, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-1l); s. 8, ch. 78-165.

421.26 Notes and bonds.—All proceedings, acts and things heretofore undertaken, performed or
done in or for the authorization, issuance, execution and delivery of notes and bonds by housing
authorities for the purpose of financing or aiding in the development or construction of a housing
project or projects, and all notes and bonds heretofore issued by housing authorities are hereby
validated, ratified, confirmed, approved and declared legal in all respects, notwithstanding any defect

or irregularity therein or any want of statutory authority.
History.—s. 3, ch. 19511, 1939; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-mm).

421.261 Continuance of municipal housing authorities when municipality abolished; counties
in excess of 400,000.—Whenever a municipality in any county having a population in excess of 400,000
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according to the most recent official census has been or hereafter shall be abolished, wherein at the
time of such abolishment a housing authority of such municipality was or is in existence, such housing
authority shall continue to function in all respects; provided, however, that the name of such housing
authority shall thenceforth be such as may be determined by the county commissioners of the county
wherein it functions. Each such housing authority and the commissioners thereof, within the area of
operation of such housing authority as hereinafter defined, shall have the same functions, rights,
powers, duties, immunities and privileges provided for housing authorities created for cities. Each such
housing authority shall continue to operate and prosecute all projects operated or initiated by it prior to
the abolishment of the municipality, and shall be entitled to all benefits and privileges thereafter
conferred upon housing authorities for cities. The commissioners of each such housing authority shall
continue in office after the abolishment of the particular municipality for the remainder of their
respective terms. Their successors shall be appointed by resolution of the commissioners of the county.
As used in the Housing Authorities Law, the terms “mayor” and “governing body” shall be construed as
meaning “county commissioners,” the term “city” as used therein shall be construed as meaning
“county,” and the term “clerk” as used therein shall be construed as meaning “clerk of the circuit court
of the county,” unless different meanings clearly appear from the contents. The area of operation of
any such housing authority shall continue to be the same as that before the abolishment of the
municipality, unless extended by resolution of the county commissioners, provided that no such

extension shall include any territory lying within a city as defined in the Housing Authorities Law.
History.—s. 1, ch. 28305, 1953.

421.27 Housing authorities in counties.—

(1) In each county of the state there is hereby created a public body corporate and politic to be
known as the “housing authority” of the county; provided, however, that such housing authority shall
not transact any business or exercise its powers hereunder until or unless the governing body of such
county, by proper resolution shall declare at any time hereafter that there is need for a housing
authority to function in and for such county, which declaration shall be made by such governing body for
such county in the same manner and subject to the same conditions as the declaration of the governing
body of a city required by s. 421.04 for the purpose of authorizing a housing authority created for a city
to transact business and exercise its powers, except that the petition referred to in said s. 421.04 shall
be signed by 25 residents of such county.

(2) Upon notification of the adoption of such resolution the commissioners of a housing authority
created for a county, who shall be qualified electors of such county, shall be appointed by the Governor
in the same manner as the commissioners of a housing authority created for a city may be appointed by
the mayor; and except as otherwise provided herein, each housing authority created for a county and
the commissioners thereof, within the area of operation of such housing authority as hereinafter
defined, shall have the same functions, rights, powers, duties, immunities and privileges provided for
housing authorities created for cities and the commissioners of such housing authorities, in the same
manner as though all the provisions of law applicable to housing authorities created for cities were
applicable to housing authorities created for counties; provided, that for such purposes the term
“mayor” as used in the Housing Authorities Law shall be construed as meaning “Governor,” the term
“governing body” as used therein shall be construed as meaning “county commissioners,” the term
“city” as used therein shall be construed as meaning “county,” and the term “clerk” as used therein
shall be construed as meaning “county clerk,” as herein defined, unless a different meaning clearly
appears from the context; and provided further that the Governor may appoint any persons as
commissioners of a housing authority created for a county who are qualified electors in such county; and
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provided further that such commissioners may be removed or suspended in the same manner and for the
same reasons as other officers appointed by the Governor.

(3) The area of operation of a housing authority created for a county shall include all of the county
for which it is created except that portion of the county which lies within the territorial boundaries of

any city as defined in the Housing Authorities Law, as amended.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20220, 1941.

421.28 Creation of regional housing authority.—

(1) If the governing body of each of two or more contiguous counties by resolution declares that
there is a need for one housing authority to be created for all of such counties to exercise powers and
other functions herein prescribed in such counties, a public body corporate and politic to be known as a
regional housing authority shall thereupon exist for all of such counties and exercise its powers and
other functions in such counties; and thereupon each housing authority created by s. 421.27 for each of
such counties shall cease to exist except for the purpose of winding up its affairs and executing a deed
to the regional housing authority as hereafter provided; provided that the governing body of a county
shall not adopt a resolution as aforesaid if there is a housing authority created for such county which has
any obligations outstanding unless first:

(a) All obligees of such county housing authority and parties to the contracts, bonds, notes and other
obligations of such county housing authority agree with such county housing authority to the substitution
of such regional housing authority in lieu of such county housing authority on all such contracts, bonds,
notes or other obligations; and

(b) The commissioners of such county housing authority adopt a resolution consenting to the transfer
of all the rights, contracts, obligations and property, real and personal, of such county housing authority
to such regional housing authority as hereinafter provided;

and provided further that when the above two conditions are complied with and such regional housing
authority is created and authorized to exercise its powers and other functions, all rights, contracts,
agreements, obligations and property of such county housing authority shall be in the name of and vest
in such regional housing authority, and all obligations of such county housing authority shall be the
obligations of such regional housing authority and all rights and remedies of any person against such
county housing authority may be asserted, enforced and prosecuted against such regional housing
authority to the same extent as they may have been asserted, enforced and prosecuted against such
county housing authority. A

(2) When any real property of a county housing authority vests in a regional housing authority as
provided above, the county housing authority shall execute a deed of such property to the regional
housing authority which thereupon shall file such deed with the recorder of deeds of the county where
such real property is, provided that nothing contained in this sentence shall affect the vesting of
property in the regional housing authority as provided above.

(3) The governing body of each of two or more contiguous counties shall by resolution declare that
there is a need for one regional housing authority to be created for all of such counties to exercise
powers and other functions herein prescribed in such counties, if such governing body finds, and only if
it finds:

(@) That insanitary or unsafe inhabited dwelling accommodations exist in such county or there is a
shortage of safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations in such county available to persons of low
income at rentals they can afford; and
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(b) That a regional housing authority would be a more efficient or economical administrative unit
than the housing authority of such county to carry out the purposes of this Housing Authorities Law in
such county. '

(4) In any suit, action or proceeding involving the validity or enforcement of or relating to any
contract of the regional housing authority, the regional housing authority shall be conclusively deemed
to have become created as a public body corporate and politic and to have become established and
authorized to transact business and exercise its powers hereunder upon proof of the adoption of a
resolution by the governing body of each of the counties creating the regional housing authority
declaring the need for the regional housing authority. Each such resolution shall be deemed sufficient if
it declares that there is need for a regional housing authority and finds in substantially the foregoing
terms, no further detail being necessary, that the conditions enumerated in subsection (3) exist. A copy
of such resolution of the governing body of a county, duly certified by the county clerk of such county,

shall be admissible in evidence in any suit, action or proceeding.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20220, 1941.

421.29 Area of operation of regional housing authority.—

(1) The area of operation of a regional housing authority shall include all of the counties for which
such regional housing authority is created and established except such portions of the counties which lie
within the territorial boundaries of cities, as defined in the Housing Authorities Law, as amended.

(2) The area of operation of a regional housing authority shall be increased from time to time to
include one or more additional counties not already within a regional housing authority, except such
portion or portions of such additional county or counties which lie within the territorial boundaries of
any city, as defined, if the governing body of each of the counties then included in the area of operation
of such regional housing authority, the commissioners of the regional housing authority and the
governing body of each such additional county or counties each adopt a resolution declaring that there is
a need for the inclusion of such additional county or counties in the area of operation of such regional
housing authority. Upon the adoption of such resolutions, the county housing authority created by s.
421.27 for each such additional county shall cease to exist except for the purpose of winding up its
affairs and executing a deed to the regional housing authority as hereinafter provided; provided,
however, that such resolutions shall not be adopted if there is a county housing authority created for
any such additional county which has any obligations outstanding unless first:

(a) All obligees of any such county housing authority and parties to the contracts, bonds, notes and
other obligations of any such county housing authority agree with such county housing authority and the
regional housing authority to the substitution of such regional housing authority in lieu of such county
housing authority on all such contracts, bonds, notes or other obligations, and second:

(b) The commissioners of such county housing authority and the commissioners of such regional
housing authority adopt resolutions consenting to the transfer of all the rights, contracts, obligations
and property, real and personal, of such county housing authority to such regional housing authority as
hereinafter provided, and provided further, that when the above two conditions are complied with and
the area of operation of such regional housing authority is increased to include such additional county,
as hereinabove provided, all rights, contracts, agreements, obligations and property of such county
housing authority shall be in the name of and vest in such regional housing authority, all obligations of
such county housing authority shall be the obligations of such regional housing authority and all rights
and remedies of any person against such county housing authority may be asserted, enforced and
prosecuted against such regional 'housing authority to the same extent as they may have been asserted,
enforced and prosecuted against such county housing authority.
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(3) When any real property of a county housing authority vests in a regional housing authority as
provided above, the county housing authority shall execute a deed of such property to the regional
housing authority which thereupon shall file such deed with the recorder of deeds of the county where
such real property is, provided that nothing contained in this sentence shall affect the vesting of
property in the regional housing authority as provided above.

(4) The governing body of each of the counties in the regional housing authority, the commissioners
of the regional housing authority and the governing body of each such additional county or counties shall
by resolution declare that there is a need for the addition of such county or counties to the regional
housing authority, if: ,

(@) The governing body of each of such additional county or counties finds that insanitary or unsafe
inhabited dwelling accommodations exist in such county or there is a shortage of safe or sanitary
dwelling accommodations in such county available to persons of low income at rentals they can afford;
and

(b) The governing body of each of the counties then included in the area of operation of the regional
housing authority, the commissioners of the regional housing authority and the governing body of each
such additional county or counties find that the regional housing authority would be a more efficient or
economical administrative unit to carry out the purposes of this Housing Authorities Law if the area of
operation of the regional housing authority shall be increased to include such additional county or
counties. :

(5) In determining whether dwelling accommodations are unsafe or insanitary under this or s.
421.28, the governing body of a county shall take into consideration the safety and sanitation of the
dwellings, the light and airspace available to the inhabitants of such dwellings, the dégree of
overcrowding, the size and arrangement of the rooms and the extent to which conditions exist in such
buildings which endanger life or property by fire or other causes. '

“(6) In connection with the issuance of bonds or the incurring of other obligations a regional housing
authority may covenant as to limitations on its right to adopt resolutions relating to the increase of its
area of operation.

(7) No governing body of a county shall adopt any resolution authorized by this or s: 421.28 unless a
public hearing has first been held. The clerk of such county shall give notice of the time, place and
purpose of the public hearing at least 10 days prior to the day on which the hearing is to be held, in a
newspaper published in such county, or if there is no newspaper published in such county, then in a
newspaper published in the state and having a general circulation in such county. Upon the date fixed
for such public hearing an opportunity to be heard shall be granted to all residents of such county and to

all other interested persons.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20220, 1941; s. 150, ch. 77-104.

421.30 Commissioners of regional authorities.—

(1) When a regional housing authority has been created as provided above, the Governor shall
thereupon appoint one qualified elector from each county included in such regional housing authority as
a commissioner of the regional housing authority. When the area of operation of a regional housing
authority is increased to include an additional county or counties as herein provided, the Governor shall
thereupon appoint one qualiﬁed elector from each such additional county as a commissioner of the
regional housing authority. If any county is excluded from the area of operation of a regional housing
authority, the office of the commissioner of such regional housing authority appointed as provided above
for such county, shall be thereupon abolished.
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(2) If the area of operation of a regional housing authority consists at any time of an even number of
counties, the Governor shall appoint one additional commissioner, who shall be a qualified elector from
one of the counties in such area of operation, whose term of office shall be as herein provided for a
commissioner of a regional housing authority, except that such term shall end at any earlier time that
the area of operation of the regional housing authority shall be changed to consist of an odd number of
counties.

(3) A certificate of the appointment of any commissioner of a regional housing authority shall be
filed with the county clerk of the county from which the commissioner is appointed, and such certificate
shall be conclusive evidence of the due and proper appointment of such commissioner. The
commissioners of a regional housing authority shall be appointed for terms of 4 years, except that all
vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired terms. Each commissioner shall hold office until a successor
has been appointed and has qualified, except as otherwise provided herein. The Governor shall
thereafter appoint the successor of each commissioner of a regional housing authority.

(4) The commissioners appointed as aforesaid shall constitute the regional housing authority, and
the powers of such authority shall be vested in such commissioners in office from time to time.

(3) The commissioners of a regional housing authority shall elect a chair from among the
commissioners and shall have power to select or employ such other officers and employees as the
regional housing authority may require. A majority of the commissioners of a regional housing authority
shall constitute a quorum of such authority for the purpose of conducting its business and exercising its

powers and for all other purposes.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20220, 1941; s. 2, ch. 21699, 1943; s. 86, ch. 97-103.

421.31 Powers of regional housing authority; definitions.—Except as otherwise provided herein,
a regional housing authority and the commissioners thereof shall, within the area of operation of such
regional housing authority, have the same functions, rights, powers, duties, privileges and immunities
provided for housing authorities created for cities or counties and the commissioners of such housing
authorities in the same manner as though all the provisions of law applicable to housing authorities
created for cities or counties were applicable to regional housing authorities; provided that for such
purposes the term “mayor” as used in the Housing Authorities Law shall be construed as meaning
“Governor,” the term “governing body” as used therein shall be construed as meaning “county
commissioners,” the term “city” as used therein shall be construed as meaning “county” and the term
“clerk” as used therein shall be construed as meaning “county clerk,” as herein defined, unless a
different meaning clearly appears from the context; and provided further that the Governor may
appoint any person as commissioner of a regional housing authority who is a qualified elector in the
county from which he or she is appointed; and provided further that any commissioner of a regional
housing authority may be removed or suspended in the same manner and for the same reason as other
officers appointed by the Governor. A regional housing authority shall have power to select any

appropriate corporate name.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20220, 1941; s. 87, ch. 97-103.

421.32 Rural housing projects.—County housing authorities and regional housing authorities are
specifically empowered and authorized to borrow money, accept grants and exercise their other powers
to provide housing for farmers of low income and domestic farm labor as defined in s. 514 of the Federal
Housing Act of 1949. In connection with such projects, any such housing authority may enter into such
leases or purchase agreements, accept such conveyances and rent or sell dwellings forming part of such
projects to or for farmers of low income, as such housing authority deems necessary in order to assure
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the achievement of the objectives of this law. Such leases, agreements or conveyances may include such
covenants as the housing authority deems appropriate regarding such dwellings and the tracts of land
described in any such instrument, which covenants shall be deemed to run with the land where the
housing authority deems it necessary and the parties to such instrument so stipulate. In providing
housing for farmers of low income, county housing authorities and regional housing authorities shall not
be subject to the limitations provided in ss. 421.08(3) and 421.10(3). Nothing contained in this section

shall be construed as limiting any other powers of any housing authority.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20220, 1941; s. 3, ch. 65-223.

421.321 Execution of mortgages.—County and regional housing authorities organized under this
chapter are authorized to execute mortgages encumbering real property as security for loans made for

providing facilities for domestic farm labor pursuant to s. 514 of the Federal Housing Act of 1949.
History.—s. 4, ch. 65-223.

421.33 Housing applications by farmers.—The owner of any farm operated, or worked upon, by
farmers of low income in need of safe and sanitary housing may file an application with a housing
authority created for a county or a regional housing authority requesting that it provide for a safe and
sanitary dwelling or dwellings for occupancy by such farmers of low income. Such applications shalt be
received and examined by housing authorities in connection with the formulation of projects or
programs to provide housing for farmers of low income. Provided, however, that if it becomes necessary
for an applicant under this section to convey any portion of the applicant’s then homestead in order to
take advantages as provided herein, then in that event, the parting with title to a portion of said
homestead shall not affect the remaining portion of same, but all rights that said owner may have in and
to same under and by virtue of the Constitution of the state or any law passed pursuant thereto, shall be
deemed and held to apply to such remaining portion of said land, the title of which remains in said
applicant; it being the intention of the Legislature to permit the owner of any farm operated or worked
upon by farmers of low income in need of safe and sanitary housing to take advantage of the provisions
of this law without jeopardizing their rights in their then homestead by reason of any requirement that
may be necessary in order for them to receive the benefits herein provided; and no court shall ever
construe that an applicant who has taken advantage of this law has in any manner, shape, or form
abandoned his or her rights in any property that is the applicant’s then homestead by virtue of such
action upon his or her part, but it shall be held, construed, and deemed that such action upon the part
of any applicant hereunder was not any abandonment of the applicant’s then homestead, and that all
rights that the applicant then had therein shall be and remain as provided by the Constitution and any

law enacted pursuant thereto.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20220, 1941; s. 7, ch. 22858, 1945; s. 88, ch. 97-103; s. 85, ch. 2000-153.

421.34 Additional definitions.—

(1) “Farmers of low income,” as used in this law, shall mean persons or families who at the time of
their admission to occupancy in a dwelling of a housing authority:

(a) Live under unsafe or insanitary housing conditions;

(b) . Derive their principal income from operating or working upon a farm; and

(c) Had an aggregate average annual net income for the 3 years preceding their admission that was
less than the amount determined by the housing authority to be necessary, within its area of operation,
to enable them, without financial assistance, to obtain decent, safe, and sanitary housing without
overcrowding;
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provided, however, that this definition shall not apply to persons using facilities the construction of
which was financed with proceeds of loans made pursuant to s. 514 of the Federal Housing Act of 1949.
(2) “Governing body,” as used in this law with regard to a county, shall mean the county
commissioners or other legislative body of the county.
(3) “Clerk,” as used in this law with regard to a county or county authority, shall mean the clerk and
accountant of the board of county commissioners or the officer having duties customarily imposed on

such clerk.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20220, 1941; s. 5, ch. 65-223.

421.35 Supplemental nature of sections.—The powers conferred by ss. 421.27-421.34 shall be in

addition and supplemental to the powers conferred by any other law.
History.—s. 2, ch. 20220, 1941.

421.36 Short title.—Sections 421.27-421.35 may be cited and referred to as the “Rural Housing

Authorities Law of Florida.”
History.—s. 1, ch. 20220, 1941.

421.46 Organization and establishment of housing authorities validated.—The establishment
and organization of housing authorities under the provisions of the Housing Authorities Law of this state
together with all proceedings, acts and things heretofore undertaken, performed or done with reference
thereto, are hereby validated, ratified, confirmed, approved and declared legal in all respects,

notwithstanding any defect or irregularity therein or any want of statutory authority.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20222, 1941.

421.47 Contracts and undertakings of housing authorities validated.—All contracts,
agreements, obligations, and undertakings of such housing authorities heretofore entered into relating
to financing or aiding in the development, construction, maintenance, or operation of any housing
project or projects or to obtaining aid therefor from the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development, including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, loan and annual contributions
contracts and leases with the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, agreements
with municipalities or other public bodies, including those which are pledged or authorized to be
pledged for the protection of the holders of any notes or bonds issued by such housing authorities or
which are otherwise made a part of the contract with such holders of notes or bonds, relating to
cooperation and contributions in aid of housing projects, payments, if any, in lieu of taxes, furnishing of
municipal services and facilities, and the elimination of unsafe and insanitary dwellings, and contracts
for the construction of housing projects, together with all proceedings, acts, and things heretofore
undertaken, performed, or done with reference thereto, are hereby validated, ratified, confirmed,
approved, and declared legal in all respects, notwithstanding any defect or irregularity therein or any

want of statutory authority.
History.—s. 2, ch. 20222, 1941; s. 9, ch. 78-165.

421.48 Notes and bonds of housing authorities validated.—All proceedings, laws and things
heretofore undertaken, performed or done in or for the authorization, issuance, execution and delivery
of notes and bonds by housing authorities for the purpose of financing or aiding in the development or
construction of a housing project or projects, and all notes and bonds heretofore issued by housing
authorities are hereby validated, ratified, confirmed, approved and declared legal in all respects,
notwithstanding any defect or irregularity therein or any want of statutory authority.

http://www.leg state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute& URL=0400-049... 9/3/2014




Statutes & Constitution :View Statutes : Online Sunshine Page 23 of 25

History.—s. 3, ch. 20222, 1941.

421.49 Area of operation of housing authorities for defense housing.—In the development or
the administration of projects, under ss. 421.46-421.48, to assure the availability of safe and sanitary
dwellings for persons engaged in national defense activities or in otherwise carrying out the purposes of
such law, or in the administration of such projects in accordance with the provisions of the housing
authorities law, a housing authority of a city may exercise its powers within the territorial boundaries of
said city and an area within 10 miles from said boundaries, excluding the area within the territorial

boundaries of any other city which has heretofore established a housing authority.
History.—s. 1, ch. 20249, 1941; s. 100, ch. 2007-5.

421.50 Decreasing area of operation of regional authority.—

(1) The area of operation of a regional housing authority shall be decreased from time to time to
exclude one or more counties from such area if the governing body of each of the counties in such area
and the commissioners of the regional housing authority each adopt a resolution declaring that there is a
need for excluding such county or counties from such area; provided, that no action may be taken
pursuant to this section if the regional housing authority has outstanding any bonds, debentures or notes
unless first, all holders of such bonds, debentures or notes consent in writing to such action; and
provided, that if such action decreases the area of operation of the regional housing authority to only
one county, such authority shall thereupon constitute and become a housing authority for such county,
in the same manner as though such authority were created by and authorized to transact business and
exercise its powers pursuant to s. 421.04 or s. 421.27, and the commissioners of such authority shall be
thereupon appointed as provided for the appointment of commissioners of a housing authority created
for a county. The governing body of each of the counties in the area of operation of the regional housing
authority and the commissioners of the regional housing authority shall adopt a resolution declaring that
there is a need for excluding a county or counties from such area only if each such governing body and
the commissioners of the regional housing authority find that, because of facts arising or determined
subsequent to the time when such area first included the county or counties to be excluded, the '
regional housing authority would be a more efficient or economical administrative unit if such county or
counties were excluded from such area. '

(2) The governing body of a county shall not adopt any resolution authorized by this section unless a
public hearing has first been held in accordance with the provisions of the Housing Authorities Law.

(3) A certificate of the appointment of any commissioner of a regional housing authority shall be
filed with the county clerk of the county from which the commissioner is appointed, and such certificate
shall be conclusive evidence of the due and proper appointment of such commissioner. The
commissioners of a regional housing authority shall be appointed for terms of 4 years, except that all
vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired terms. Each commissioner shall hold office until a successor
has been appointed and has qualified, except as otherwise provided herein. The Governor shall
thereafter appoint the successor of each commissioner of a regional housing authority.

(4) The commissioners appointed as aforesaid shall constitute the regional housing authority, and
the powers of such authority shall be vested in such commissioners in office from time to time.

(5) The commissioners of a regional housing authority shall elect a chair from among the
commissioners and shall have power to select or employ such other officers and employees as the
regional housing authority may require. A majority of the commissioners of a regional housing authority
shall constitute a quorum of such authority for the purpose of conducting its business and exercising its
powers and for all other purposes.
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History.—s. 3, ch. 21699, 1943; s. 90, ch. 97-103.

421.51 Authority for county excluded from regional authority.—At any time after a county or
counties is excluded from the area of operation of a regional housing authority as provided above, the
governing body of any such county may adopt a resolution declaring that there is a need for a housing
authority in the county, if the governing body shall declare and find such need according to the
provisions of the Housing Authorities Law. Thereupon a public body corporate and politic, to be known
as the “housing authority of the county,” shall exist for such county and may transact business and
exercise its powers in the same manner as though created by the Housing Authorities Law. Nothing
contained herein shall be construed as preventing such county from thereafter being included within the

area of operation of a regional housing authority as provided in s. 421.28 or s. 421.29.
History.—s. 4, ch. 21699, 1943.

421.52 Authorities; creation, obligations, etc., validated.— ‘

(1) The creation, establishment and organization of housing authorities under the provisions of
chapter 17981, Laws of Florida, 1937, as amended, or chapter 20220, Laws of Florida, 1941 (ss. 421.01-
421.36), together with all proceedings, acts and things heretofore undertaken or done with reference
thereto, are hereby validated and declared legal in all respects.

(2) All agreements and undertakings of such housing authorities heretofore entered into, relating to
ﬁnanting, or aiding in the development or operation of any housing projects, including, without limiting
the generality of the foregoing, loan and annual contributions contracts, agency contracts, and leases,
agreements with municipalities or other public bodies, including those which are pledged or authorized
to be pledged for the protection of the holders of any notes or debentures issued by such housing
authorities or which are otherwise made a part of the contract with such holders of notes or debentures,
relating to cooperation in aid of housing projects, payments to public bodies in the state, furnishing of
municipal services and facilities and the elimination of unsafe and insanitary dwellings, and contracts
for the construction of housing projects, together with all proceedings, acts and things heretofore
undertaken or done with reference thereto, are hereby validated and declared legal in all respects.

(3) Al proceedings, acts and things heretofore undertaken or done in or for the authorization,
issuance, execution and delivery of notes and debentures by housing authorities for the purpose of
financing or aiding in the development or construction of a housing project or projects, and all notes
and debentures heretofore issued by housing authorities are hereby validated and declared legal in all

respects.
History.—ss. 1-3, ch. 21698, 1943.

PART Il
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

421.55 Relocation of displaced persons.

421.55 Relocation of displaced persons.—

(1) ltis the intent of the Legislature to authorize the state and its departments, agencies, political
subdivisions, and legislatively established port and airport authorities to comply with the provisions and
requirements of the Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1987, Pub. L. No.
100-17, in those public projects or programs for which federal or federal-aid funds are available and are
used.

(2) As used in this section:
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(a) “State” means the State of Florida, any department, agency or political subdivision thereof, or
any port or airport authority established by the Legislature.

(b) “Public Law No. 100-17” means the Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance
Act of 1987 adopted by the United States Congress.

(c) “Displaced person” means any individual, partnership, corporation, or association that is
required to move from any real property on or after March 20, 1972, as a result of the acquisition of
such real property for public purposes, or who, as the result of the acquisition for public purposes of
real property on which such person is conducting a business or farm operation as defined in Pub. L. No.
100-17, is required to move said business or farm operation.

(3) The state is authorized and empowered, in acquiring real property for use in any public project
or program in which federal or federal-aid funds are used, to make all such relocation and other
payments to or for displaced persons as are required under the provisions of Pub. L. No. 100-17, and to
provide such displaced persons with relocation services and make available to them replacement
dwellings, as required by Pub. L. No. 100-17.

(4) The state is authorized and empowered, in acquiring real property for use in any public project
or program in which federal or federal-aid funds are used, to follow and conform with the land
acquisition policies set forth in Pub. L. No. 100-17, and to pay or reimburse owners of property so
acquired in the manner specified in Pub. L. No. 100-17. This authority shall include, as to federal-aid
highways and airports, as a last resort, the use of eminent domain powers to acquire real property for

replacement housing as required by Pub. L. No. 100-17.
History.—ss. 1, 2, 3, 4, ch. 72-71; s. 2, ch. 89-209.
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POMPANC BEACH, FLORIDA

ARTICLE I - THE AUTHORITY

Section I - Name of Authority. The name of the Authority shall
be "Housing Authority of the City of Pompano Beach, Florida."

Section 2 - Seal of Authority. The seal of the Authority shall
be in the form of a circle and shall bear the name 0f the Authority
and the year of its organization. )

Section 3 - Office of Authority. The offices of the Authority
shall be at such place or places in the City of Pompanc Beach,
Florida or the Pompano Beach Farm Labor Camp as the Authority may
from time to time designate by resolution.

ARTICLE II - OFFICERS

Section 1 - Officers. The officers of the Authority shall be a
Chairman, a Vice Chairman and a Secretary (who shall be Executive
Director}.

Section 2 - Chairman. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings
of the Authority. Except as otherwige authorized by resolution of
the Authority, the Chairman shall sign all contracts, deeds and other
instruments made by the Authority. At each meeting, the Chairman
shall submit such recommendations and information as he may consider
proper concerning the business, affairs and policies of the
Authority.

Section 3 ~ Vice Chairman. The Vice Chairman shall perform the
duties of the Chairman in the absence or incapacity of the Chairman;
and in case of the regignation or death of the Chairman the Vice
Chairman shall perxrform such duties are imposed on the Chairman until
such time as the Authority shall appoint a new Chairman.

Section 4 - Secretary. The Secretary shall keep the records of
the Authority, shall act as secretary of the meetings of the
Authority and record all votes, and shall keep a record of the
proceedings of the Authority in a journal of proceedings to be kept
for such purpose, and shall perform all duties incident to his
office. He shall keep in safe custody the seal of the Authority and
shall have power to affix such seal to all contracts and instruments
authorized to be executed by the Authority.

He shall have the care and cuatody of all funds of the Authority
and ghall deposit the same in the name of the Authority in such bank
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or banks as the payment of money and shall pay out and disburse such
moneys under the direction of the Authority. Except as ctherwise
authorized by resolution of the Authority, all such orders and checks
shall be countersigned by the Chairman. He shall keep regular bocks
of accounts showing receipts and expenditures and shall render to the
Authority, at each regular meeting (or oftener when requested), an
account of his transactions and also of the financial condition of
the Authority. He shall give such bond for the faithful performance
of his duties as the Authority may determine.

The compensation of the Secretary shall be determined by the
Authority, provided that a temporary appointee selected from among
the commissioners of the Authority shall serve without compensation
(other than the payment of necessary expenses).

Section 5 - Executive Director. The Secretary shall be Executive
Director of the Authority and shall have general supervision over the
administration of the business and affairs of the Authority, subject
tot he direction of the Authority. He shall be charged with the
management of the Housing projects of the Authority.

Section 6 - Additional Duties. The officers of the Authority
shall perform such other duties and functions as may from time to
time be required by the Authority or the by-laws oxr rules and
regulations of the Authority.

Section 7 - Election or Appointment. The Chairman and Vice
Chairman shall be elected at the annual meeting of the Authority from
among the commissioners of the Authority, and shall hold office for
one year or until their successors are elected and qualified. No
member shall be elected to or hold the office of Chairman for more
than two (2) consecutive one (1) year terms.

The Secretary shall be appointed by the Authority. Any person
appointed to £ill the office of Secretary, or any vacancy therein,
shall have such term as the Authority fixes, but no commissioner of
the Authority shall eligible to this office except as a temporary

appointee.

Section 8 - Vacancies. Should the office of Chairman or Vice
Chairman become vacant, the Authority shall elect a successor from
its membership at the next regular meeting, such election shall be
for the unexpired term of said office. When the office of Secretary
becomes vacant, the Authority shall appoint a successor, as
aforesaid.

Section 9 - Removal of Officers. The Chairman or Vice Chairman
may be removed from office at any time by the affirmative vote of
three (3) members at their sold discretion and without cause.

Section 10 - Additional Personnel. The Authority may from time
to time employ such personnel as it deems necessary to exercise its
powers, duties and functions as prescribed by the Housing Authorities
Law of Florida, as amended, and all other laws of the State of
Florida applicable thereto. The selection and compensation of such
personnel (including the Secretary), shall be determined by the
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Authority subject to the laws of the State of Florida.

ARTICLE IXIXI - MEETINGS

Section I - Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the Authority
shall be held on the 15th day of October at 7:30 o'clock P.M. at the
regular meeting place of the Authority. In the event such date shall
fall on a Sunday or a legal holiday, the annual meeting shall be held
on the next succeeding secular day.

Section 2 - Reqular Meetings. Regular meetings may be held
without notice at such times and places as may from time to time be
determined by resclution of the Authority.

Section 3 - Special Meetingas. The Chairman of the Authority may,
when he deems it expedient, and shall, upon the written request of .
two (2) members of the Authority, call a special meeting of the
Authority for the purpose of transacting any business designated in
the call. The call for a special meeting may be delivered to each
member of the Authority or may be mailed to the business or home
address of each member of the Authority at least two (2) days prior
to the date such special meeting. At such special meeting no
business shall be considered other than as designated in the call,
but if all of the members of the Authority are present at a special
meeting, any and all business may be transacted at such special

meeting.

Section 4 - Quorum. At all meetings of the Authority a majority
of the members of the Authority shall constitute a quorum for the
purpose of transacting business; provided that smaller member may
meet and adjourn to some other time or until a quorum is obtained.

Section 5 - Order of Buginess. At the regular meetings of the
Authority the following shall be the order of business:

1. Roll call

2. Reading and approval of the minutes of the previous
meeting

3. Bills and communications
4. Report of the Secretary
5. Reports of the Committees
6. Unfinished business.

7. New business

8. Adjournment

All resolutions shall be in writing and shall be copied in a
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journal of the proceedings of the Authority.
Section 6 - Manner of Voting. The voting on all gquestions

coming before the Authority shall be by roll call, and the yeas and
nays shall be entered upon the minutes of such meeting.

ARTICLE TV - AMENDMENTS

Section 1 - Amendments to By-Laws. The by-laws of the Authority
shall be amended only with the approval of at least three (3) of the
members of the Authority at a regular or special meeting, but no such
amendment shall be adopted unless at leagt seven (7} days written
notice thereof has been previously given to all of the members of the
Authority. '

After discussion of the resclution, Commissioner George L. Blount
moved that said resolution be finally adopted as introduced and read.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cheshire. The question being
put upon the final adoption of said resolution, the roll was called
with the following results:

Ayes: G. Banks, G. Blount, Jr., J.B. Cheshire, W. Fullbright and
E. A. Mobley.

Nays: None

The Chairman declared such motion carried and the resolution
finally adopted.

A corporate seal was then submitted to the meeting. The
following resolution was then instructed by Commissioner W.
Fullbright, read in full by the Secretary Pro tem, and considered by
the Authority:

RESOLUTION NO. 19

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF POMPANO
BEACH, FLORIDA:

That the seal submitted to this meeting is hereby adopted as the
seal of this Authority and the Secretary of the Authority is hereby
authorized and directed to imprint said seal on the margin of the
minutes opposite thie resolution.

After discussion of the resolution, Commissioner W. Fullbright
moved that paid resolution be finally be finally adopted as
introduced and read. The motion was seconded by Commissioner J. B.
Cheshire. The gquestion being put upon the final adoption of said
resolution, the roll was called with the following result:

Ayes: G. Banks, G. Blount, Jr., J. B. Cheshire, W. Fullbright,
and E. A, Mobley.

Nays: None




The Chairman declared such motion carried and the resolution
finally adopted.

The Chairman announced that it was in order to elect the officers
of the Authority to serve until the next annual meeting or until
their successors are chosen and ¢qualify in their stead.

Commigsioners Fullbright and having been
nominated to the office of Vice Chairman, upon motion made, seconded
and adopted, the nominations were closed. A vote being taken,
Commissioner Fullbright was declared by the Chairman to be elected to
the office of Vice Chairman.

George P. Banks, Chairman
W. A, Williamg, Executive Director and
Secretary
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RESOIUTION #2.8 é;

v
T

WHEREAS, a petition signed by over twenity-~five (25)
residents of the City of Pompano Beach has been filed with the
City Commission of the City of Pompano Beach, asserting that
there is a need for a Housing Authority to vfunc'f;ion in the City
of Pompano Beach, and '

WEEREAS, there is o shortage of safe and esanitary
dwwélling accomodations in the City of Pompane Beach feor persons
of Zow income at rentals they can offord, and '

WHEREAS, the available accomodations for labor are
over-crowded and entirely inadequatie to take care of our citiéens
who Tequire accomodations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Commission
of the C'i;by of Pampané Beach thet there is a need for'a Housing
Authority to functton in said City.

That seid Housing Au'bhority, a8 created under FSA 421.04,
Laws of the State oS Florida, i8s herewith authorized to fﬁné-bigt_z

and transact any buainess or exercise its powers under the laws of
the State of Florida, creating the same under ithe name of Eouaing
Authority of the City of Pompano Beackh, Florida.

BASSED and ADOFTED by the Gi-l:y Commission of the City
of Pompano Beach at a neeting assembled this Zi day of
September, A. D. 1947.

llayor-c,'ommissione/

P

ATTEST:

T
-
e

ity Clerk-Audjtor

I, Winiyred F. Sharp, City Clerk-Auditor 9j‘ the City
of Pompapo Beachk,. do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution
No. was regularly passed and adopted by ihe City Comnissien

?b ity of Pompano Beach at a meeting held in ‘the.Ciiy Hall on
-bhe day of ,S’ep'bember, A. De 1947,

m%/%%ﬂ
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421101 False representations to obtain lower rent in 421.48 N°é§: ezﬂd bonds of housing authqntnes vati-
housing accommodations; penalty. . . -

- 421102 Eviction of tenant who violates s. 883.13 or s. 42149 Area of operation of housing authorities for
893.135. ’ _ defense housing. ) .

42111 Cooperation of authorities. 421.50 Deacurtcte:;iltf;g area of operation of regional

421.12 Eminent domain. orily. .

42113  Planning, zoning and building laws. 42151  Authority for county excluded from regional

421.14  Debentures. . authority. o o .

421.15 Form and sale of debentures. 42152 Authorities; creation, obligations, etc., vali-

42116 Provisions of debentures and trust inden- dated. . ’ .
tures. . . 421.564 Housing authority, Orange and Seminole

421.17 Validation of debentures and proceedings. Counties; limitation. .

42118 Remedies of an obligee of authority. e

(5110 Aditona ramedes cofrable 0 U, e T i of st Covmant recated by par

: o ti o;gm ederal Government; tax exemp- chapter 421 (Housing Authorities Law), chapter 422

421.22 Repofté. (Housing Cooperation Law), chapter 423 (Tax Exemp-

42123 Liabilities of authority. gw!dof *gogzmq Augt:ﬂheS), and ctf':apter_424 (lgyltrt\l‘eC;

42124 Organization and establishment. vicen using Companies) is the responsibiiity 0

42125 Contracts and undertakings. the Department of Community Affairs; and the depart-

42126 Notes and bonds ment is the agency of state government responsible for

) i UniCi ; iti the state's role in housing and urban development.

421.261 Continuance of municipa) housing B0 e i s 1.0 oo S e e sen s
excess of 400,000. , 421.01 Short title.—Part | of this chapter may be re-

421.27  Housing authorilies in counties. = ferred to as the "Housing Authorities Law.’

42128 Creation of regional housing authority. - History.—s. 1, ch. 17961, 1937; CGL 1340 Supp. 7100(3-8}.

42129  Area of operation of regional housing author- 421,02 Find 4 declaration of iyt i
ity. ' . inding and declaration of necessity.—It IS

42130 Commissioners of regional authorities. hereby declared that: ‘

42131 Powers of regional housing authority; defini- (1) There exist in the state insanitary or unsafe
tions. ‘ dwelling accommodations and that persons of low in-

421.32  Rural housing projects. come are forced to reside in such insanitary of unsafe

421.321 Execution of mortgages. | accommodations; that within the state there is a short-
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age of safe or sanitary dwelling accommodations ‘avail-

able at rents which persons of low income can afford

and that such persons are forced to occupy overcrowd-
ed and congested dwelling accommodations: that the
aforesaid conditions cause an increase in and spread of
disease and crime and constitute a menace to the
health, safety, morals and welfare of the residents of the
state and impair economic values; that these conditions
necessitate excessive and disproportionate expendi-
tures of public funds for crime prevention and punish-
ment, public heaith, welfare and safety, fire and acci-
dent protection, and other public services and facilities.

(2) Slum areas in the state cannot be cleared, nor
can the shortage of safe and sanitary dwellings for per-
sons of low income be relieved, through the operation
of private enterprise, and that the construction of hous-
ing projects for persons of low income, as herein de-
fined, would therefore not be competitive with private
enterprise. -

- (3) The clearance, replanning and reconstruction of
the areas in which insanitary or unsafe housing condi-
tions exist and the providing of safe and sanitary dwell-
ing accommodations for persons of low income, includ-
ing the acquisition by a housing authority of property to
be used for or in connection with housing projects or ap-
purtenant thereto, are exclusively public uses and pur-
poses for which public money may be spent and private
property acquired and are governmental functions of
public concern. '

{4) ~ The necessity in the public interest for the provi-
sions hereinafter enacted, is hereby declared as a mat-

ter of legislative determination.
History.—s. 2, ch. 17981, 1S37: CGL 1940 Supp: T100(3-b).

421.03 Definitions.—The following terms, wherever
used or referred to in this part, shall have the following
respective meanings for the purposes of this part, un-
less a different meaning clearly appears from the con-
text: :

(1) “Authority” or “housing authority” shall mean any
of the public corporations created by's. 421.04.

(2) “City" shall mean any city or town of the state
having a population of more than 2,500, according to the
last preceding federal or state census. “T he city” shall
mean the particular city for which a particular housing
authority is created.

(3) “Governing body" shall mean the city council, the
commission, or other legislative body charged with gov-
erning the city, as the case may be.

(4) "Mayor” shall mean the mayor of the city or the
officer thereof charged with the duties customarily im-
posed on the mayor or executive head of the city.

(5) “Clerk” shalt mean the clerk of the city or the offi-
cer of the city charged with the duties customarily im-
posed on the clerk thereof.

{6} “Area of operation™: ,

(@) - Inthecaseof a housing authority of a city having
a population of less than 25,000, shall include such city
and the area within 5 miles of the territorial boundaries
thereof; and

(b) Inthecaseofa housing authority of a city having
a population of 25,000 or more shall include such city
and the area within 10 miles from the territorial bounda-

" E.S. 1989

ries thereof; provided however, that the area of opera-
tion of a housing authority of any city shall not include
any area which lies within the territorial boundaries of
some other city as herein defined: and further providedq
that the area of operation shall not extend outside of the
boundaries of the county in which the city is located and
no housing authority shall have any power or jurisdiction
outside of the county in which the city is located.

(7) “Federal Government® shall include. the United
States, the Federal Emergency Administration of Public
Works or any other agency or instrumentality, corporate
or otherwise, of the United States. :

(8) “Slum" shall mean any area where dwellings pre-
dominate which, by reason of dilapidation, overcrowd-
ing, faulty arrangement -or design, lack: of ventilation,
light or sanitary facilities, or any combination of these
factors, are detrimental to safety, health and morals.

(9) “Housing project” shall mean any work or under-
taking: ‘

(a) To demolish, clear, or remove buildings from any
slum area; such work or undertaking may embrace the
adaption of such area to public purposes, including
parks or other recreational or community purposes; or

{b) To provide decent, safe and sanitary urban or ry-
ral dwellings, apartments or other living accommoda.

tions for persons of low income: such work or undertak.
ing may include buildings, land, equipment, facilities
and other real or personal property for necessary, con-
venient or desirable appurtenances, streets, sewers,
water service, parks, site preparation, gardening, ad-
ministrative, community, health, recreational, education-
al, welfare or other purposes; or

(c) To accomplish a combination of the foregoing.
The term “housing project” also may be applied to the )
planning of the buildings and improvements, the acqui-
sition of property, the demolition of existing structures,
the construction, reconstruction, alteration and repair of
the improvements and all other work in connection
therewith.

(10) *Persons of low income” shall mean persons or
families who lack the amount of income which is neces-
sary, as determined by the authority undertaking the
housing project, to enable them, without financial assist-
ance, tolive in decent, safe and sanitary dwellings, with-
out overcrowding. :

- .(11) "Debentures” shall mean any notes, interim certif-
icates, debentures, revenue certificates, or other obliga-
tions issued by an authority pursuant to this chapter.

(12) “Real property" shall include all lands, including
improvements and fixtures thereon, and property of any
nature appurtenant thereto, or used in connection there-
with, and every estate, interest and right, legal or equita- -
ble, therein, including terms for years and liens by way
of judgment, mortgage or otherwise and the indebted-
ness secured by such liens.

(13) *Obligee of the authority” or “obligee” shall in-
clude any holder of debentures, trustee or trustees for
any such holders, or lessor demising to the authority
property used in connection with a housing project, or
any assignee or assignees of such lessor's interest or

* any part thereof, and the Federal Government when it
.is a party to any contract with the authority.

History.—s.3. ch. 17981, 1937. CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-c). s. 1, ch. 20219, 1941;
s. 1. ch. 28061, 1953; 5. 24, ch. 57-1: 5. 1, ch. 67-566.
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421.04 Creation of housing authorities.—

(1) In each city, as herein defined, there is hereby
created a public body corporate and politic to be known
as the "Housing Authority” of the city; provided, howev-
er, that such authority shall not transact any business or
exercise its powers hereunder until or unless the govern-

ing body of the city by proper resolution shall declare’

that there is need for an authority to function in such city.
The determination as to whether there is such need for
an authority to function: ' S

{a) May be made by the governing body on its own
motion; or : :

(b) Shall be made by the governing body upon the
filing of a petition signed by 25 residents of the city as-
serting that there is need for an authority to function in
such city and requesting that the governing body so de-
clare.

(2) The governing body may adopt a resolution de-
claring that there is need for a housing authority in the
city if it shall find that:

(a) Insanitary or unsafe inhabited dwelling accom-
modations exist in such city; or

(b) There is a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling
accommodations in such city available to persons of low
income at rentals they can afford. In determining wheth-
er dwelling accommodations are ‘unsafe or insanitary
said governing body may take into consideration the de-
gree of overcrowding, the percentage of land coverage,
the light, air, space and access available to the inhabi-
tants of such dwelling accommodations, the size and ar-
rangement of the rooms, the sanitary facilities, and the
extent to which conditions exist in such buildings which
endanger life or property by fire or other causes. -

(3) Inany suit, action or proceeding involving the va-
lidity or enforcement of or relating to any contract of the
authority, the authority shall be conclusively deemed to
have become established and authorized-to transact
business and exercise its powers hereunder upon proof
of the adoption of a resolution by the governing body de-

claring the need for the authority. Such resolution or res-

olutions shall be sufficient if it declares that there is such
need for an authority and finds in substantially the fore-
going terms, no further detait being necessary, that ei-
ther or both of the above enumerated conditions exist
in the city. A copy of such resolution duly certified by the
clerk shall be admissible in evidence in any suit, action

or proceeding.
History.—s. 4, ch. 17981, 1937: CGL 1940 Supgp. 7100(3-d).

421.05 Appointment, qualifications, and tenure of
commissioners; hiring of employees.—

(1) When the governing body of a city adopts a reso-
lution as aforesaid, the mayor, with the approval of the
governing body, shall promptly appoint no fewer than
five persons as commissioners of the authority created
for such city. Three of the commissioners who are first
appointed shall be designated to serve for terms of 1,
2, and 3 years respectively; the remaining commission-
ers shall be designated to serve for terms of 4 years
each, from the date of their appointment. Thereafter,

" each commissioner shall be appeinted as aforesaid for

a term of office of 4 years, except that a vacancy shall
be filled for the unexpired term by aniappointment by

&3
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the mayor with the approvai of the governing bog v
in 60 days after such vacancy occurs. Each housm
thority created pursuant to this chapter shall hay,
least one commissioner who shall be a resident wh
currentin rentin a housing project or a person of gy
very low income who resides within the housing aytr
ty’s jurisdiction and is réceiving rent subsidy throy
program administered by the authority or public houg
agency that has jurisdiction for the same locality sen
by the housing authority, which commissioner shall
appointed at the time a vacancy exists. In the case
an authority which has no completed project, no tena,
commissioner shall be appointed until 10 percent of |
units in the first project of the authority have been og
pied. The cessation of a tenant-commissioner's tenar
in a housing project or the cessation of rent subsidy st
remove such tenant-commissioner from office. and ;
other person meeting the qualifications required for {
office shall be appointed for the unexpired portion of t,
term. After all reasonable efforts have been made a
documented, if the commissioners find that no housit
project resident or rent subsidy recipient is available
serve as a tenant-commissioner, the existing vacan
shall then be filled through the normal appointment pr
cedures set forth in this subsection. However, such nc
mal appointment shall not preclude the requirement
exercise. diligence in all succeeding vacancies to a
tempt to first appoint a tenant-commissioner until ;
least one tenant-commissioner has been appointed. N
commissioner of an authority may be an officer or en
‘ployee of the city for which the authority is created. ,
commissioner shall hold office until his successor ha
been appointed and has qualified. A certificate of th.
appointment or reappointment of any commissione
shall be filed with the clerk, and such certificate shall by
conclusive evidence of the due and proper appointmen
of such commissioner. A commissioner shall receive n¢
compensation for his services, but he shall bé entitlec
to the necessary expenses, including travel expenses
incurred in the discharge of his duties.

(2) The powers of each authority shall be vested ir
the commissioners thereof in office from time to time. A
majority of the commissioners shall constitute a quorum
of the authority for the purpose of conducting its busi-
ness and exercising its powers and for all other pur-
poses. Action may be taken by the authority upon a vote
of a majority of the commissioners present, unless in any
case the bylaws of the authority require a larger number.
The mayor with the concurrence of the governing body
shall designate which of the commissioners’ appointed
shall be the first chairman, but when the office of the
chairman of the authority thereafter becomes vacant,
the authority shall select a chairman from among its
commissioners. An authority shall select from among its
commissioners a vice chairman: and it may employ a
secretary, who shall be the executive director, technical
experts, and such other officers, agents, and employ-
€es, permanent and temporary, as it may require and
shall determine their qualifications, duties, and compen-
sation. For such legal services as it may require, an au-
thority may cail upon the chief law officer of the city or
may employ its own counsel and legal staff. An authority
may delegate to one or more of ils agents or employees
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such powers or duties as it may deem proper.
History.—s. 5. ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100{3—e). 5. 1, ch. 59413; 5.
1.ch.78-165: 5. 1.2.ch. B0-357: 5. 273, ch.81-259; 5. 1, ch. 84-250; 5. 1, ch. 89-33.

421.06 Commissioners or employees prohibited
from acquiring interests in housing projects and re-
quired to disclose interests in specified properties; ex-

- ception.—Except for the leasehold interest held by a
tenant-commissioner in the housing project in which he
is a tenant, no commissioner or employee of an authority
shall acquire any interest, direct or indirect, in any hous-
ing project or in any property included or planned to be
included in any project, nor shall he have any interest,
direct or indirect, in any contract or proposed contract
for materials or services to be furnished or used in con=

nection with any housing project. If a commissioner of -

employee of an authority owns or controls an interest,
direct or indirect, in any property included or planned to
be included in any-housing project, he shall immediately
disclose the same in writing to the authority. Such dis-
closure shall be entered upon the minutes of the authori-
- ty. Failure so to disclose such interest constitutes mis-

conduct in office.
History.—s. 6. ch. 17981, 1337; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3~f). s. 2, ch. 84-250.

421.07 Removal of commissioners.—For inefficien-
cy or neglect of duty or misconduct in office, a commis-
sioner of an authority may be removed by the mayor with
the concurrence of the governing body, but a commis-
sioner shall be removed only after he shall have been
given a copy of the charges at least 10 days prior to the
‘hearing thereon and had an opportunity to be heard in
person or by counsel. In the event of the removal of any
commissioner, a record of the proceedings, -together
with the charges and findings thereon, shall be filed in

the office of the clerk. .
History.—s. 7, ch. 17981; 1837; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3—g); 8. 2, ch. 53413

421.08 Powers of authority.—An authority shalt
conslitute a public body corporate and politic, exercis-
ing the public and essential governmental functions set
forth in this chapter, and having all the powers neces-
sary or convenient to carry out and effectuate the pur-
pose and provisions of this chapter, including the follow-
ing powers in addition to others herein granted:

(1) To sue and be sued; to have a seal and to alter
the same at pleasure; to have perpetual succession; to
make and execute contracts and other instruments nec-
essary or convenient to the exercise of the powers of the
authority; to appear in court through any of its officers,
agents, or employees, for the exclusive purpose of filing
eviction papers; and to make and from time to time
amend and repeal bylaws, rules and regulations, not in-
consistent with this chapter, to carry into effect the pow-
ers and purposes of the authority.

(2) Within its area of operation, to prepare, carry out,
acquire, lease, and operate housing projects; to provide
for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, alter-
ation, or repair of any housing project or any part thereof.

(3) To arrange or contract for the furnishing by any
person or agency, public or private, of services, privi-
leges, works, or facilities for, or in connection with, a
housing project or the occupants thereof; provided,
however, that notwithstanding any other power or provi-

sion in this chapter, the authority shall not construct
lease, control, purchase, or otherwise establish in cor,.
nection with or as a part of any housing project or any
other real or any other property under its control, any
system, work, facilities, plants, or other equipment fo,
the purpose of furnishing utility service of any kind tg
such projects or 1o any tenant or occupant thereof in the
event that a system, work, facility, plant, or other equip-
ment for the furnishing of the same utility service is be.
ing actually operated by a municipality or private con.
cern in the area of operation or the city or the territory
immediately adjacent thereto; provided, further, that
nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the con-

. struction or acquisition by the authority of any system,

work, facilities, or other equipment for the sole and only
purpose of receiving. utility services from any such my.
nicipality or such private concern and then distributing
such utility services to the project and to the tenants
and occupants thereof;-and, notwithstanding anything
to the contrary contained in this chapter or in any other
provision of law, to include in any contract let in connec-
tion with a project, stipulations requiring that the con-
tractor and any subcontractors comply with require-
ments as to minimum wages and maximum hours of la-
bor, and comply with any conditions which the Federal
Government may have attached toits financial aid of the
project.

{4) To lease or rent any dwellings, houses, accom-
modations, lands, buildings, structures, or facilities em-
braced in any housing project and, subject to the limita-
tions contained in this chapter, to establish and revise
the rents or charges therefor; to own, hold, and improve
real or personal property: to purchase, lease, obtain op-
tions upon, acquire by gift, grant, bequest, devise, or
otherwise any real or personal property or any interest
therein; to acquire by the exercise of the power of emi-
nent domain any real property; to sell, lease, exchange,
transfer, assign, pledge, or dispose of any real or per-
sonal property or any interest therein; to insure or pro-
vide for the insurance of any real or personal property
or operations of the authority against any risks or haz-
ards; to procure or agree to the procurement of insur-
ance or guarantees from the Federal Government of the
payment of any such debts or parts thereof, whether or
not incurred by said authority, including the power to
pay premiums on any such insurance.

(5) To invest any funds held in reserves or sinking
funds, or any funds not required for immediate disburse-
ment, in property or securities in which savings banks
may legally invest funds subject to their control; to pur-
chase its debentures at a price not more than the princi-
pal amount thereof and accrued interest, all debentures
so purchased to be canceled. )

{(6) Within its area of operation: to investigate into fiv-
ing, dwelling, and housing conditions and into the
means and methods of improving such conditions; to
determine where sium areas exist or where there is a
shortage of decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling accom-
modations for persons of low income; 1o make studies
and recommendations relating to the problem of clear-
ing, replanning, and reconstruction of slum areas and
the problem of providing dwelling accommodations for
persons of low income; to administer fair housing ordi-
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nances and other ordinances as adopted by cities,
counties, or other authorities who wish to contract for
administrative services and to. cooperate with the city,
the county, ‘or the state or any political subdivision
thereof in action taken in connection with such prob-
lems; and to engage in research, studies, and experi-
mentation on the subject of housing.

(7) Acting through one or more commissioners or
other person or persons designated by the authority; to
conduct examinations and investigations and to hear
testimony and take proof under oath at public or private

hearings onany matter material for its information; to ad-

minister oaths, issue subpoenas requiring the attend:
ance of witnesses or the productuon of books and pa-
pers and to issue commissions for the examination of
witnesses who are outside of the state or unable to at-
tend before the authority, or excused from attendance;
to make available to appropriate agencies, including

- those charged with the duty of abating or requiring the

correction of nuisances or like conditions, or of demol-
ishing unsafe or insanitary structures within its area of

operation, its findings and recommendations . with re--

gard to-any building or property where conditions exist
which are dangerous to the public health, morals, safety,
or welfare.

(8) To exercise alt or any part or combination of pow-
ers herein granted. No provisions of law. with respect to
acquisition, operation, or disposition of property by oth-
er public bodies shall-be applicable to an authority un-

less the Legislature shall specifically so state.

Hlnory.g. 8, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-h); 3. 37, ¢h. 86-192; 5.
1, ch. B7-108. .

THote.—The word “or”.was inserted by the aditors.

421.09 Operation not for profit.—Iit is the policy of
this state that each housing authority shall manage and
operate its housing projects in an efficient manner so as
to enable it to fix the rentals for dwelling accommoda-
tions at the lowest possible rates consistent with its pro-
viding decent, safe and sanitary dwelling accommoda-
tions, and that no housing authority shall construct or
operate any such project for profit, or as a source of rev-
enue to the city. To this end an authority shalil fix the
rentals for dwellings in its project at no higher rate than
it shall find to be necessary in order to produce revenues
which, together with all other available moneys, reve-
nue, income and receipts of the authority from whatever
sources derived, will be sufficient:

(1) To pay, as the same shall become due, the prin-
cipal and interest on the debentures of the authority;

(2) To meet the cost of, and to provide for, maintain-
ing and operating the projects, including the cost of any
insurance, and the administrative expenses of the au-
thority; and

(3) Tocreate, during not less than the 6 years imme-
diately succeeding its issuance of any debentures, a re-
serve sufficient to meet the largest principal and interest

payments which will be due on such debentures in any

one year thereafter, and to maintain such reserve.
History.—s. 9, ch. 17881, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-).

421.091 Financial accountmg and investments; fis-
cal year.—

(1) A complete and full financial accounting and au-
dit in accordance with federal audit standards of public -
housing agencies shall be made biennially by a certified
public accountant. A copy of such audit shall be filed
with. the governing body and with the Auditor General.

(2) The fiscal year of a housing authority shall be the

fiscal year established by the Federal Government.
History.—s. 3, ch. 59-413; 5. 2, ch. 78-165; &. 3, ch. 83-106.

421.10 Rentals and tenant selection.—

(1) In the operation or management of housing proj-
ects an authority shall at all times observe the following
duties with respect to rentals and tenants selection:

(a) It may rent or lease the dwelling accommoda-
tions therein only to persons of low income and at rent-
als within the financial reach of such persons of low in-
come;

(b) It may rent or Iease to a tenant dwelling accom-
modations consisting of the number of rooms, but no
greater number, which it deems necessary to provide
safe and sanitary accommodations to the proposed oc-
cupants thereof, without overcrowding; and

{c) It shall accept any person as a tenant in any
housing project according to the appropriate guidelines
as established by the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development or other federal agen-
cies.

{d) The Department of Health and Rehabilitative Ser-
vices, pursuant to 45 C.F.R. s. 233.20(a)(3)(vii)(c). shall
not consider as income for aid to families with depen-
dent children assistance received by recipients from
other agencies or organizations such as public housing
authorities.

(2) Nothing contained in this section or s. 421.09,
shall be construed as limiting the power of an authority
to vest in an obligee the right, in the event of a default
by the authority, to take possession of a housing project
o7 cause the appointment of a receiver thereo, free from
all the restrictions imposed by this or the preceding sec-
tion.

(3) This section shall not apply to housing facilities
financed by loans made for the purpose -of providing
such facilities for domestic farm labor pursuant to s. 514

of the Federal Housing Act of 1949.
History.—s. 10, ch. 17981, 1837; 5. 1. ch. 19510, 1839. CGL 1940 Supp 7100(3-}).
5.7, ch. 22858, 1945, 5. 1, ch. 65-223; 3. 3, ch. 78-165

421.101 False representations to obtain lower rent
in housing accommodations; penalty.—Whoever
makes a false statement or representation, knowing it to
be false, or knowingly fails to disclose a material fact in
order to obtain a lower rent for housing accommodations
in a low-rent housing development operated pursuant
to chapter 421, than the rental such person is required
to pay pursuant {o federal or state statutes, schedule of
rents or rules and regulations as determined and fixed
by housing authorities created pursuant to chapter 421,
aforesaid, shall be guiity of a misdemeanor of the sec-
ond degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.
775.083; and each such false statement or representa-
tion or failure to disclose a material fact as aforesaid

" shall constitute a separate offense.

" History.—s. 1, ch. 61468, s 362, ch. 71-136.
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421.102 Eviction of tenant who violates s. 893.13 or
8. 893.135.—Any municipal; county, or regional housing
authority operating a public housing project within this
state may evict any housing project tenant who is adju-
dicated guilty of a violation of s. 893.13 or s. 893.135, re-
lating to the sale, manufacture, delivery, or possession
of a controlled substance, if such offense is committed
in or on the premises of the public housing project. Only
the individual tenant adjudicated guilty of such violation
may be evicted. Other household members may remain
in possession of the premises. Any person evicted un-

der this section who returns to the premises is guilty of

criminal trespass. Notwithstanding the provisions of s.
421.10(1)(c); a housing authority may consider a rental
application by a person evicted under this section only

upon a showing of rehabilitation.
History.—s. 1, ch. 87-26; 5. 2, ch. 89-281.

421.11 Cooperation of authorities.—

(1) Any two or more housing authorities may join or
cooperate with one another in the exercise, either jointly
or otherwise, of any or all of their powers for the purpose
of financing, including the issuance of bonds, deben-
tures, notes or other obligations and giving security
therefor; planning; undertaking; owning; constructing;
operating; or contracting with respect to a housing proj-
ect or. projects located within the area of operation of
any one or more of said authorities. For such purpose,
an authority may by resolution prescribe and authorize
any other housing authority or authorities, so joining or
cooperating with i, to act on its behalf with respect to
any or all such powers. Any authorities joining or cooper-
ating with one another may by resolutions appoint from
among the commissioners of such authorities an execu-
tive committee with full power to act on behalf of such
authorities with respect to any or all of their powers, as
prescribed by resolutions of such authorities.

{2) Any county housing authority may enter into an
interlocal agreement with one or more local governing
bodies pursuant to the provisions of s. 163.01, the Flori-
da Interfocal Cooperation Act of 1969, with respect to
projects or programs located within the county or an ad-
jacent county, and any city housing authority may enter
into such agreement with respect to projects or pro-
grams located within the county, provided that no power
granted an authority under s. 421.08 may be reserved
to or exercised by a local governing body under such

agreement.
History.—s. 11, ch. 17981, 1937, CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-k); 8. 1, ch. 21699, 1943;
s. 4, ch. 76-165, s. 38, ch. 86-192.

421.12 Eminent domain.—An authority shall have
the right to acquire by the exercise of the power of emi-
nent domain any real property which it may deem neces-
sary for its purposes under this chapter after the adop-
tion by it of a resolution declaring that the acquisition of
the real property described therein is necessary for such
purposes. An authority may exercise the power of emi-
nent domain in the manner provided in chapters 73 and
74. Property already devoted to a public use may be ac-
quired in like manner, provided that no real property be-
longing to the city, the county, the state or any political

- subdivision thereof may be acquired without its consent.
History.—s. 12, ch. 17981. 1937: CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(34).

421.13 Planning, zoning and building laws.—All
housing projects of an authority shall be subject to the
planning, zoning, sanitary and building laws, ordinances
and regulations applicable to the locality in which the
housing project is situated. in the planning and location
of any housing project, an authority shall take into ¢on-
sideration the relationship of the project to any larger
plan or long-range program for the development of the

area in which the housing authority functions.
History.—s. 13, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-x).

421.14 Debentures.— _ e
(1) An authority may issue debentures from time to
time in its discretion, for any of its corporate purposes.

An authority may also issue refunding debentures for

the purpose of paying or retiring debentures previously
issued by it. An authority may issue such types of de-
bentures as it may determine, including debentures on
which the principal and interest are payable:

(a) Exclusively from the income and revenues of the
housing project financed with the proceeds of such de-
bentures, or with such proceeds together with a grant
from the federal government inaid of such project;

(b) Exclusively from the income and revenues of cer-
tain designated housing projects whether or not they
were financed in whole or in part with the proceeds of
such debentures; or ‘

(c) From its revenues generally.

Any of such debentures may be additionally secured by
a pledge of any revenues of any housing project, proj--
ects or other property of the authority.

(2) Neither the commissioners -of an -authority nor
any person executing the debentures shall be liable per-
sonally on the debentures by reason of the issuance
thereof. The debentures and other obligations of an au-
thority, and such debentures and obligations shall so
state on their face. shall not be a debt of the. city, the
county, the state or any political subdivision thereof, and
neither the city or the county, nor the state or any politi-
cal-subdivision thereof shall be liable thereon, nor in any
event shall such debentures or obligations be payable
out of any funds or properties other than those of said
authority. The debentures shall not constitute an indebt-
edness within the meaning of any constitutional or statu-

tory debt or bond limitation or restriction.
Histocy.—s. 14, ch. 17981, 1937; CGL. 1940 Supp. 7100(3-y).

421.15 Form and sale of debentures.—

(1) Debentures of an authority shall be authorized by
its resolution and may be issued in cne or more series
and shall bear such dates, mature at such times, bear
an average interest cost rate net of federal subsidies not-
exceeding the rate established according to s. 215.84,
be in such denominations, be in such form, either cou-
pon or registered, carry such conversion or registration
privileges, have such rank or priority, be executed in
such manner, be payable in such medium of payment,
at such places and be subject to such terms of redemp-
tion, with or without premium, as such resolution or its
trust indenture may provide.

(2) The debentures may be sold at public sale held
after notice published once at least 5 days prior to such
sale in a newspaper having a general circulation in the
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city and in a financial newspaper published in the City
of Chicago, fllinois, or in the City of New York, New York:
however, such debentures may be sold to the Federal
Government at private sale without any public advertise-
ment. :

(3) In the event an offer of an issue of debentures at
public sale produces no bid, or in the event all bids re-
ceived are rejected, the authority is authorized to negoti-
ate for the sale of such debentures under such rates and
terms as are acceptable; however, upon their sale, the
State Board of Administration shall be notified, and no
such bonds shalt be so sold or delivered on terms less
favorable than the terms contained in any bids rejected
at the public sale thereof, or the terms contained in the
notice of public sale if-no bids were received at such
public sale. ‘

(4) In case any of the commissioners or officers of

-the authority whose signatures appear on any deben-
tures or coupons shall cease to be such commissioners
or officers before the delivery of such debentures; such
signatures shall, nevertheless, be valid and sufficient for
all purposes, the same as if such commissioners or offi-
cers had remained in office until such delivery. Any pro-
vision of any law to the contrary notwithstanding, any
debentures issued pursuant to this chapter shall be fully
negotiable.

(5) In any suit, action, or proceedings involving the
validity or enforceability of any debenture of an authority
or the security therefor, any such debenture reciting in
substance that it has been issued by the authority to aid
in financing a housing project to provide dwelling ac-
commodations for persons of low income shali be con-
clusively deemed to have been issued for a housing
project of such character; and said project shall be con-
clusively deemed to have been planned, located, and
constructed in accordance with the purposes and provi-

sions of this chapter. .
History.—s. 15, ch. 17981, 1837, CGL 1840 Supp. 7100(3-z); 3. 5. ch. 78-165; 5.
30. ch. 83-215. .

421.16 Provisions of debentures and trust inden-
tures.—in connection with the issuance of debentures
or the incurring of obligations under leases and in order
to secure the payment of such indentures or obligations,
an authority, in addition to its other powers, shall have
power:

(1) To pledge all or any part of its gross or net rents,
gross or net fees or gross or net revenues to which its
right then exists or may thereafter come into existence.

{2) To covenant against pledging all or any part of
its rents, fees and revenues, or against mortgaging all
or any part of its real or personal property, to which its
right or title then exists or may thereafter come into ex-
istence or against permitting or suffering any lien on
such revenues or property; to covenant with respect to
limitations on its rights to sell, lease or to otherwise dis-
pose of any housing project or any part thereof; and to
Covenant as to what other, or additional debts or obliga-
tions may be incurred by it.

(3) To covenant as to the debentures to be issued
and as to the issuance of such debentures in escrow or
otherwise, and as to the use and disposition of the pro-
ceeds thereof; to provide for the replacement of lost, de-
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stroyed or mutilated debentures: to covenant against
extending the time for the payment of its debentures or
interest thereon; and to redeem the debenturés, and to
covenant for their redemption and to provide the terms
and conditions thereof.

(4) Tocovenant, subject to the limitations contained
in this chapter, as to the rents and fees to be charged
in the operation of a housing project or projects, the
amount to be raised each year or other period of time
by rents, fees and ather revenues, and as fo the use and
disposition to be made thereof; to create or to authorize
the creation of special furids for moneys held for con-
struction or operating costs, debt service, reserves, or
other purposes, and to covenant as to the use and dis-
position of the moneys held in such funds.

{5) To prescribe the procedure, if any, by which the
terms of any contract with the holders of debentures
may be amended or abrogated, the amount of deben.
tures the holders.of which must consent thereto, and the
manner in which such consent may be given. ‘

(6) To covenant as to the use of any or all of its real
or personal property; and to covenant as to the mainte-
nance of its real and personal property, the replacement
thereof, the insurance to be carried thereon and the use
and disposition of insurance moneys. -

(7) To covenant as to the rights, liabilities, powers
and duties arising upon the breach by it of.any covenant,
condition, or obligation, and to covenant and prescribe
as to events of default and terms and conditions upon
which any or all of its debentures or obligations shall be-
come or may be declared due before maturity, and as
to the terms and conditions upon which such declara-
tion and its consequences may be waived.

(8) To vestin a trustee or trustees or the holders of
debentures or any proportion of them the right to'en-
force the payment of the debentures or any covenants
securing or relating to the debentures; to vest in a trust-

ee or trustees the right, in the event of a default by said
authority, to take possession and use, operate and man-
age any housing project or part thereof, and to cotiect
the rents and revenues arising therefrom and to dispose
of such moneys in accordance with the agreement of
the authority with said trustee; to provide for the powers
and duties of a trustee or trustees and to limit the liabili-
ties thereof; and to provide the terms and conditions
upon which the trustee or trustees or the holders of de-
bentures or any proportion of them may enforce any cov-
enant or rights securing or relfating to the debentures.

(9) To exercise all or any part or combination of the

powers herein granted.
History.—s 16, ch 17981, 1837, CGL 1940 Supp. 7100(3-8a)

421.17 Validation of debentures and proceedings.

(1) A housing authority shall have the right, if it
deems it expedient, to determine its authority to issue
any debentures, and the legality of afl proceedings had
or taken in connection therewith, in the same manner
and to the same extent, except as otherwise provided
in this section, as provided in chapter 75 for the determi-
nation by a county, municipality, taxing district, or other
political district or subdivision of its authority to incur
bonded debt or to issue certificates of indebtedness
and of the legality of all proceedings had or taken in con-
nection therewith.




