
Van Hutchinson, ISA Certified Arborist, Inc.
954-515-8077
gvshalom@gmail.com  
 

ISA CERTIFICATION: FL5429A

TREE EVALUATION 

CLIENT:    Jason Litterick
SITE:    700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach, FL
REFERENCE: 20210317CYP
Date:   3/17/21
  
On February 25, 2020, ISA Certified Arborist, Van Hutchinson, evaluated the trees at 700 Cypress
Grove, Pompano Beach, Florida.  Eight palms/hardwoods were considered for the evaluation. NOTE
that this site has been vacant for many years, and many invasive / exotic trees as listed on the
FLEPPC list of Category 1 (Exotic / Invasive / Disruptive of native habitats) exist on this site, with
nearly a dozen Albizia lebbek (lead tree) scattered around the east and north periphery, plus a large
and sprawing Acacia auriculiforma (earleaf acacia) and some carrotwood plus a small volunteer
Sabal palmetto too small to be counted. These invasives are labeled and mapped as X1 through X13.
 
As an arborist trained and certified by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), the company
representative is trained and qualified to document tree conditions, health, and value, and present
findings to governing bodies / municipalities as a legal document. The dollar valuations are listed on
the summary sheet, with detail found in 8 individual sheets for each tree/palm on site.  
 
The summary sheet also lists the GIS coordinates to make it easy to locate each tree.  
 
This evaluation uses the formulae adopted by the City of Pompano Beach last year, based on
guidelines from master arborist J. Samnick, included here. We no longer use the formulas given in
the Guide for Plant Appraisal, but the techniques for measuring and the heuristics used and
conventions for noting and qualifying characteristics that are covered in the Guide do provide a
framework for determining the condition rating i.e. “diminution factor.” 

 
Total canopy area for all:       1335 sq. ft. 
Total evaluated dollar value:        $5,970
 
Signed, 

Van Hutchinson

Certified Arborist FL-5429-A
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TREE EVALUATION

700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach, FL

Date: 3/17/2021

Owner / Agent of Property: Jason Litterick

Location: 700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach, FL

Certified Arborist: Van Hutchinson, ISA Certified Arborist, Incorporated - Lic.  FL-5429A Tel: 954-515-8077

Tree # Botanical name Common Name

Size in

inches

(Caliper)

Clear Trunk

(in feet) for

palms Native? Condition Height Spread 

Canopy

(sq. ft.) Value GIS coordinates Disposition

1 Sabal palmetto Cabbage palm 30 Y Good 40 10 79 340$          N: 26.21779 W: 80.18491 Remove

2 Washingtonia robusta Washintonia palm 12 N Good 18 10 79 130$          N: 26.21783 W: 80.18478 Remove

3 Sabal palmetto Cabbage palm 13 Y Moderate 20 10 79 100$          N: 26.21735 W: 80.18434 Remove

4 Sabal palmetto Cabbage palm 14 Y Moderate 20 10 79 120$          N: 26.21735 W: 80.18434 Remove

5 Bursera simaruba Gumbo limbo 8 Y Moderate 30 20 314 1,620$       N: 26.21744 W: 80.18414 Remove

6 Bursera simaruba Gumbo limbo 11 Y Moderate 30 20 314 1,730$       N: 26.21750 W: 80.18414 Remove

7 Calophyllum brasilense Brazilian beautyleaf 4 N Moderate 12 10 79 450$          N: 26.21781 W: 80.18405 Remove

8 Bursera simaruba Gumbo limbo 9 Y Poor 25 20 314 1,480 $       N: 26.21799 W: 80.18464 Remove

Totals Canopy (sq. ft) --> 1,335    5,970 $       <--Value

Numbering scheme follows numbering on Tree / Landscape Survey

Please see the overview for descriptions of the invasive / exotic trees. They include many Albizia
lebbek (lead tree) and one large Acacia auriculiforma, so they are not counted. Similarly, the baby
sabal palmetto with just inches of trunk is not counted.
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ISA worksheet for Tree Valuation 

Method:  Florida ISA Tree Eval. Guidelines, Per Joseph Samnick, 2000 sent to arborist by Landscape Dept. of City of Pompano Beach 11/2019

Case# 1 Sabal palmetto / Cabbage palm

Property 700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach

Appraiser                                              Van Hutchinson, Cert.Arborist (ISA)

Method:    Palm diameter

Condition Factors Score Max Score

1 Species Sabal palmetto / Cabbage palm Roots 7 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Trunk 7 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Scaffold Branches 7 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

2 DIMINUTION FACTOR 

(Condition)

90.6% Small branches/twigs 4 health 1-4

3 Replacement palm (OA) 30 Foliage/buds 4 health 1-4

4 Replacement cost per foot (Average 

of 3 local nurseries)

5.00$               Score 29

5 Markup: ISA Multiplier per J. Samnick 2.5                   

6 Value after multiplying 2.5 12.50 $             Value per foot OA Total Possible 32

7 Base value (Subject tree height x line 

6)

375.0$             Rating: (score/total possible) 91%

8 Value after Diminution factors 339.84$           

9 Appraised value 340.00$           

Comments

Canopy calculation: Spread Canopy Height "Overall Ht / OA"

NOTE:  Condition is good, with normal root zone / trunk / head. Note that this site is in an "undisturbed" or natural state so all trees on site are
receiving only rainwater. No fertilizer or trimming or pest control as might be found in some developed properties.
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10 79   sq. ft. 10

Sabal palmettos tend toward commodity pricing at about $125 to $175 for a large palm; ie. use $5 per ft. of CT trunk.
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ISA worksheet for Tree Valuation 

Method:  Florida ISA Tree Eval. Guidelines, Per Joseph Samnick, 2000 sent to arborist by Landscape Dept. of City of Pompano Beach 11/2019

Case# 2 Sabal palmetto / Cabbage palm

Property 700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach

Appraiser                                              Van Hutchinson, Cert.Arborist (ISA)

Method:    Palm diameter

Condition Factors Score Max Score

1 Species Washingtonia robusta / Mx. Fan. Roots 7 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Trunk 7 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Scaffold Branches 6 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

2 DIMINUTION FACTOR 

(Condition)

84.4% Small branches/twigs 3 health 1-4

3 Replacement palm (OA) 12 Foliage/buds 4 health 1-4

4 Replacement cost per foot (Average 

of 3 local nurseries)

5.00$               Score 27

5 Markup: ISA Multiplier per J. Samnick 2.5                   

6 Value after multiplying 2.5 12.50 $             Value per foot OA Total Possible 32

7 Base value (Subject tree height x line 

6)

150.0$             Rating: (score/total possible) 84%

8 Value after Diminution factors 126.56$           

9 Appraised value 130.00$           

Comments

Canopy calculation: Spread Canopy Height "Overall Ht / OA"

NOTE:  Condition is good, with normal root zone / trunk / head. Note that this site is in an "undisturbed" or natural state so all trees on site are
receiving only rainwater. No fertilizer or trimming or pest control as might be found in some developed properties.
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10 79   sq. ft. 10

Washingtonia palms range from $8 to $12 per foot at farms such as High Hope, Becker Tree Farm, and Hope Town per PlantAnt.com 3/18/21.
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ISA worksheet for Tree Valuation 

Method:  Florida ISA Tree Eval. Guidelines, Per Joseph Samnick, 2000 sent to arborist by Landscape Dept. of City of Pompano Beach 11/2019

Case# 3 Sabal palmetto / Cabbage palm

Property 700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach

Appraiser                                              Van Hutchinson, Cert.Arborist (ISA)

Method:    Palm diameter

Condition Factors Score Max Score

1 Species Sabal palmetto / Cabbage palm Roots 6 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Trunk 3 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Scaffold Branches 5 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

2 DIMINUTION FACTOR 

(Condition)

62.5% Small branches/twigs 3 health 1-4

3 Replacement palm (OA) 13 Foliage/buds 3 health 1-4

4 Replacement cost per foot (Average 

of 3 local nurseries)

5.00$               Score 20

5 Markup: ISA Multiplier per J. Samnick 2.5                   

6 Value after multiplying 2.5 12.50 $             Value per foot OA Total Possible 32

7 Base value (Subject tree height x line 

6)

162.5$             Rating: (score/total possible) 63%

8 Value after Diminution factors 101.56$           

9 Appraised value 100.00$           

Comments
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Canopy calculation: Spread Canopy Height "Overall Ht / OA"

10 79   sq. ft. 10

Sabal palmettos tend toward commodity pricing at about $125 to $175 for a large palm; ie. use $5 per ft. of CT trunk.

NOTE:  Condition is moderate tending to poor, due to the fact an a strangler fig (Ficus aurea) with no current value, has been established for
several years to the point that the health / vitality of this palm is sorely compromised. The strangler fig has not yet become established as its own
tree, and is still an epiphyte, but it has gained so much mass that IT WOULD TAKE A VERY CAREFUL TRIMMING AND "SURGERY" BY A
PALM EXPERT TO EXTRICATE THE STRANGLER FIG AND GET BACK TO A CLEAN TRUNK; AND TYPICALLY THE COST OF SUCH TREE
SURGERY WOULD EXCEED THE VALUE OF A NEW SABAL PALMETTO FROM THE NURSERY.
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ISA worksheet for Tree Valuation 

Method:  Florida ISA Tree Eval. Guidelines, Per Joseph Samnick, 2000 sent to arborist by Landscape Dept. of City of Pompano Beach 11/2019

Case# 4 Sabal palmetto / Cabbage palm

Property 700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach

Appraiser                                              Van Hutchinson, Cert.Arborist (ISA)

Method:    Palm diameter

Condition Factors Score Max Score

1 Species Sabal palmetto / Cabbage palm Roots 6 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Trunk 5 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Scaffold Branches 5 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

2 DIMINUTION FACTOR 

(Condition)

68.8% Small branches/twigs 3 health 1-4

3 Replacement palm (OA) 14 Foliage/buds 3 health 1-4

4 Replacement cost per foot (Average 

of 3 local nurseries)

5.00$               Score 22

5 Markup: ISA Multiplier per J. Samnick 2.5                   

6 Value after multiplying 2.5 12.50 $             Value per foot OA Total Possible 32

7 Base value (Subject tree height x line 

6)

175.0$             Rating: (score/total possible) 69%

8 Value after Diminution factors 120.31$           

9 Appraised value 120.00$           

Comments
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Canopy calculation: Spread Canopy Height "Overall Ht / OA"

10 79   sq. ft. 10

Sabal palmettos tend toward commodity pricing at about $125 to $175 for a large palm; ie. use $5 per ft. of CT trunk.

NOTE:  Condition is moderate tending to poor, due to the fact it is heavily covered / encircled with Virginia creeper, a common invasive vine that
chokes sunlight and photosynthesis and when heavy, can restrict growth.  This palm is just inches from the other sabal palmetto #3 and may have
some additional negative influence from the strangler fig climbing mainly on #3, and so between the Virginia creeper and the fig, IT WOULD TAKE
A VERY CAREFUL TRIMMING AND "SURGERY" BY A PALM EXPERT TO EXTRICATE THE VIRGINIA CREEPER AND ASPECTS OF THE
STRANGLER FIG AND GET BACK TO A CLEAN TRUNK; AND TYPICALLY THE COST OF SUCH TREE SURGERY WOULD EXCEED THE
VALUE OF A NEW SABAL PALMETTO FROM THE NURSERY.
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ISA worksheet for Tree Valuation 

Method:  Florida ISA Tree Eval. Guidelines, Per Joseph Samnick, 2000 sent to arborist by Landscape Dept. of City of Pompano Beach 11/2019

Case# 5 Bursera simaruba / gumbo limbo

Property 700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach, FL

Appraiser                                              Van Hutchinson, Cert.Arborist (ISA)

Method:    DBH multiplier used for trees under 36" DBH.

1 Species Bursera simaruba / gumbo limbo

2 Diameter (DBH) in inches 8 Condition Factors Score Max Score

Roots 7 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Trunk 6 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Scaffold Branches 6 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

3 DIMINUTION FACTOR 

(Condition)

84.4%

4 Replacement tree size (inches of 

diam.)

6 Small branches/twigs 4 health 1-4

5 Replacement tree cost (Average of 3 

local nurseries)

575.00$           Foliage/buds 4 health 1-4

6 Markup: ISA Multiplier per J. Samnick 2.5                   Score 27

7 Value after multiplying 2.5 1,437.5            

8 Value of each diameter inch of 

replacement tree

239.6$             Total Possible 32

9 Rating: (score/total possible) 84%

10

11 Base value (line 8 x line 2) 1,916.7$          

12 Value after Diminution factors 1,617.19$        

13 Appraised value 1,620.00$        

Comments

Value of replacement tree / sq.

inches of replacement tree
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Canopy calculation: Spread Canopy Height "Overall Ht / OA"

20 314   sq. ft. 35

Data Sources:   Plantant.com and Betrock Plant Finder:   Field grown, ranging from $350 and $375 to $999 for 6" plus caliper.

(Becker, Duke, Caribbean Tree.)  Use average of: 575.00 $                        per tree

This is one of the few volunteers that actually ends up with a form / single leader that compares to a nursery tree (most volunteers end up with
unattractive bent trunks or co-dominant trunks) but this tree could be possibly transplanted with some minor root pruning and then pruned / trained
to become a canopy tree.  Condition is moderate tending toward good.
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ISA worksheet for Tree Valuation 

Method:  Florida ISA Tree Eval. Guidelines, Per Joseph Samnick, 2000 sent to arborist by Landscape Dept. of City of Pompano Beach 11/2019

Case# 6 Bursera simaruba / gumbo limbo

Property 700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach, FL

Appraiser                                              Van Hutchinson, Cert.Arborist (ISA)

Method:    DBH multiplier used for trees under 36" DBH.

1 Species Bursera simaruba / gumbo limbo

2 Diameter (DBH) in inches 11 Condition Factors Score Max Score

Roots 7 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Trunk 3 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Scaffold Branches 3 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

3 DIMINUTION FACTOR 

(Condition)

65.6%

4 Replacement tree size (inches of 

diam.)

6 Small branches/twigs 4 health 1-4

5 Replacement tree cost (Average of 3 

local nurseries)

575.00$           Foliage/buds 4 health 1-4

6 Markup: ISA Multiplier per J. Samnick 2.5                   Score 21

7 Value after multiplying 2.5 1,437.5            

8 Value of each diameter inch of 

replacement tree

239.6$             Total Possible 32

9 Rating: (score/total possible) 66%

10

11 Base value (line 8 x line 2) 2,635.4$          

12 Value after Diminution factors 1,729.49$        

13 Appraised value 1,730.00$        

Comments

Value of replacement tree / sq.

inches of replacement tree
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Canopy calculation: Spread Canopy Height "Overall Ht / OA"

20 314   sq. ft. 35

Data Sources:   Plantant.com and Betrock Plant Finder:   Field grown, ranging from $350 and $375 to $999 for 6" plus caliper.

(Becker, Duke, Caribbean Tree.)  Use average of: 575.00 $                        per tree

Like tree #5, this is a volunteer, and it has co-dominant trunks starting at about 4.5 feet of height, so condition is moderate tending to poor, but this
tree could be possibly transplanted with some minor root pruning and then the trunk that is a bit smaller than the other could be completely
eliminated to form a single leader.  Pruning should be done by nursery-trained expert or arborist.
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ISA worksheet for Tree Valuation 

Method:  Florida ISA Tree Eval. Guidelines, Per Joseph Samnick, 2000 sent to arborist by Landscape Dept. of City of Pompano Beach 11/2019

Case# 7 Calophyllum brasilense / Brazilian beautyleaf

Property 700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach, FL

Appraiser                                              Van Hutchinson, Cert.Arborist (ISA)

Method:    DBH multiplier used for trees under 6" DBH

1 Species Calophyllum brasilense / Brazilian beautyleaf

2 Diameter (DBH) in inches 4 Condition Factors Score Max Score

Roots 7 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Trunk 5 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Scaffold Branches 6 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

3 DIMINUTION FACTOR 

(Condition)

78.1%

4 Replacement tree size (inches of 

diam.)

4 Small branches/twigs 3 health 1-4

5 Replacement tree cost (Average of 3 

local nurseries)

230.00$           Foliage/buds 4 health 1-4

6 Markup: ISA Multiplier per J. Samnick 2.5                   Score 25

7 Value after multiplying 2.5 575.0               

8 Total Possible 32

9 Rating: (score/total possible) 78%

10

11 Base value (line 8 x line 2) 575.0$             

12 Value after Diminution factors 449.22$           

13 Appraised value 450.00$           

Comments
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Canopy calculation: Spread Canopy Height "Overall Ht / OA"

10 79   sq. ft. 35

Data Sources:   Plantant.com and Betrock Plant Finder:   Field grown, ranging from $225 to $250 for 4" plus caliper.

(Freund, M & J Tree.)  Use average of: 230.00 $                        per tree

Like tree #5, this is a volunteer, and it has a single trunk but very off-balance lean and growth.  Transplanting may be challenging because the
calophyllum is not especially hardy for transplanting and would require appropriate root pruning and hardening off.
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ISA worksheet for Tree Valuation 

Method:  Florida ISA Tree Eval. Guidelines, Per Joseph Samnick, 2000 sent to arborist by Landscape Dept. of City of Pompano Beach 11/2019

Case# 8 Bursera simaruba / gumbo limbo

Property 700 Cypress Grove, Pompano Beach, FL

Appraiser                                              Van Hutchinson, Cert.Arborist (ISA)

Method:    DBH multiplier used for trees under 36" DBH.

1 Species Bursera simaruba / gumbo limbo

2 Diameter (DBH) in inches 9 Condition Factors Score Max Score

Roots 7 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Trunk 4 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

Scaffold Branches 4 8 Structure:  1-4 plus health 1-4

3 DIMINUTION FACTOR 

(Condition)

68.8%

4 Replacement tree size (inches of 

diam.)

6 Small branches/twigs 3 health 1-4

5 Replacement tree cost (Average of 3 

local nurseries)

575.00$           Foliage/buds 4 health 1-4

6 Markup: ISA Multiplier per J. Samnick 2.5                   Score 22

7 Value after multiplying 2.5 1,437.5            

8 Value of each diameter inch of 

replacement tree

239.6$             Total Possible 32

9 Rating: (score/total possible) 69%

10

11 Base value (line 8 x line 2) 2,156.3$          

12 Value after Diminution factors 1,482.42$        

13 Appraised value 1,480.00$        

Comments

Value of replacement tree / sq.

inches of replacement tree
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Canopy calculation: Spread Canopy Height "Overall Ht / OA"

20 314   sq. ft. 25

Data Sources:   Plantant.com and Betrock Plant Finder:   Field grown, ranging from $350 and $375 to $999 for 6" plus caliper.

(Becker, Duke, Caribbean Tree.)  Use average of: 575.00 $                        per tree

Like tree #5, this is a volunteer, and it has co-dominant trunks starting at about 13 feet of height, plus about a 20-degree lean, so condition is
moderate tending to poor.  This tree could be possibly transplanted with some minor root pruning HOWEVER the lean and the division into 3
trunks makes this tree not desirable for transplanting. 
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