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P.H. 2018-93: (PUBLIC HEARING 1ST READING)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 156, “SIGN CODE,” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OF POMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA, BY AMENDING SECTION 156.09, “TEMPORARY
SIGNS,” BY MODIFYING STANDARDS FOR TEMPORARY SIGNS; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILTITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECITVE DATE.

(Fiscal Impact: N/A)

(Staff Contact: Daniel Keester-O’Mills/David Recor)

Summary Explanation/Background:

In 2015, a case was decided by the Supreme Court of the United States on the topic of noncommercial
temporary signs (Reed v Town of Gilbert). The majority opinion from the Justices was that signage should not
be regulated based on the content of the message. In 2016, the City hired outside counsel to address the
provisions of the City’s Sign Code (Chapter 156) that may be in conflict with that determination. The Sign
Code was substantially re-written based on recommendations made by outside counsel. The revised Sign Code
was adopted in February 2017 (Ordinance 2017-29). Prior to the revisions, Non-Commercial Signs were
permitted at a size of 32 square feet in sign area. Upon adoption of the revisions to the Sign Code (Chapter
156), a Sign Code Compliance Permit application was required for all signs not exempt from obtaining a permit
and a fee of $25 to process the application. All non-commercial signs were reduced from a maximum sign area
of 32 square feet in size to a maximum of 24 square feet in size. In an effort to ensure that all signs (regardless
of the content of their message) are treated equally, all temporary signs in nonresidential zoning districts are
proposed to be increased to a size of 32 square feet. If approved, this amendment would increase the size area
of all temporary signs in nonresidential zoning districts from 24 square feet in size to 32 square feet in size, as
well as eliminate the requirement for obtaining a Sign Code Compliance Permit.

Origin of request for this action: Development Services
Fiscal impact and source of funding: N/A
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